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BEMIS QUITMAN MEMORIAL BOARD 
CBCS Traveling Trophy 

 
 

The Bemis Memorial Award is announced at the conclusion of each year’s annual convention. It is 

a traveling trophy cribbage board honoring a member who has contributed significantly to the 

CBCS organization. The trophy was manufactured by F. W. Quitman in approximately 1876 and is 

made of nickel-plated cast iron attached to a wooden base. Bette Bemis once gave the historic 

board to Peter Leach, who shared it by creating and establishing the Bemis Memorial Award in 

2016. Recipients have the responsibility to select the next year’s winner and the board is passed 

on.  

     President’s Message 
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Recipients to date are:  

Larry Snow – 2016   

Terry Coons - 2017 

Cec Bradshaw -2018 

Jane McLaughlin – 

2019 

Jim Herzog – 2021 

Keith Dwire – 2022 

Who will be the winner in 2023? Will it be you? Join us at the convention to find out! 

  

Birthday and Get Well wishes to Harlow 

 

CBCS treasurer, Harlow (Butch) Hanson underwent serious spinal surgery in September. Though 

the actual surgery went well, Butch has not regained the use of his legs and was referred to a 

neurologist. Just before his appointment (and on his birthday Nov. 8), Harlow was hospitalized 

with Covid. Please keep Harlow and his wife Jean in your thoughts and prayers. 

Let the play continue, 
Keith Dwire, President 
 

A summary of the convention written by our host Larry Snow 

Just wanted to say a hearty Thank You for attending this year's convention. As Cec pointed out in 

his presentation, CBCS is more than a society of collectors, we are truly a family. And though our 

focus is researching and sharing information about cribbage boards, something magic happens 

when we come together like this. I think it was Larry Svoboda who pointed it out to me. We were 

in-between games during the tournament and there was this buzz, "vibe" we used to call it, not just 

talk and laughter but enthusiasm, sheer joy.  
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And this was in the face of "situations" and circumstances far more challenging than we have ever 

encountered: shuttle service dropped, booking backfires, in-house restaurant closed, room service 

canceled until further notice. I could go on, but each one of you made the best of it and in so doing, 

made it into one of the best events ever.  

Some highlights for me were:  

New members Wes and son Anthony Lewis pitching in with tech and AV help - supplying the 

projection screen and a missing cable--then jumping in with an extraordinary show and tell. Randy 

Graves with his ivory and leather knowledge, stories of Alaska, a career path interfaced with the 

hobby. Larry Svoboda and the story of his war-hero father-in-law that might never have been told 

save for a cribbage bench made of an old walnut tree. Becky Fredricksen's amazing parlor guitar 

composition. Jane Ewing's skilled hand transforming the written word into a work of art. Caleb 

Svoboda, two years short of a single decade, holding his own against opponents many decades his 

senior.  

These and so many more.  
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Then there was that fabulous buffet banquet, culinary delights and again the stories told round the 

table, smiles by the forkful. It was a celebration of winners and losers, a skunk hat somewhere in 

the mix. Moreover, it was a celebration of life.  

My safari and chauffer hats are off to all of you,  

Larry    

 

 

This  is the group of attendees that were skunked at least once in  the tournaments – some as 

many as 3 times! 
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This is the very small group that did not get the chance to wear the skunk hat 

 

In the thirteen years I have attended the CBCS conventions, I have never seen a more “traveled” 

skunk hat – amazing! Cec 

These are our new members and first convention attendees 

     

Left to right: Larry Svoda, Jerry Freund, Lauren Wakefield 
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Left to right: Wes Lewis, Anthony Lewis, Randy Graves 

Missing: Robin Snow, Iris Graves, Gunner Tande, Shay Tande 

 

Random pictures of the cribbage boards on the show and tell tables – We saw a lot of beautiful and 

unique boards at our show and tell times this year! Not only that, but we also heard remarkably 

interesting stories about these boards. What a hobby!!! 
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The commemorative convention board for 2022 
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Each year the convention host, in addition to reserving meeting rooms, hotel rooms, food 

beverage and banquet needs, has the responsibility of commissioning a commemorative cribbage 

board. Coordinating the business side is easier because the hotelier has staff whose expertise 

revolves around hospitality. But designing a cribbage board for people whose expertise is 

collecting them? That is serious business. 

As I did when designing the “Denver Brick” commemorative board when I hosted it in 2016, I 

looked back into Denver’s history. Union Station, a modern-day hub for transportation: light-rail, 

commuter-rail, bus, and train, immediately came to mind. And the wheels began to churn: train 

track running between lanes. Peg storage cap embellished with an old-time Locomotive. Pegs 

made of miniature railroad tie spikes. The 2022 Denver Board was borne of the now flourishing 

city’s precarious past:   

In November of 1858 land speculators, led by General William Larimer, staked a square-mile claim 

across a creek (Cherry Creek) from a gold mining settlement just east of the South Platte River in 

what was then the western part of the Kansas Territory. Hoping to garner favor with then Territorial 

Governor James W. Denver, they named the settlement Denver City. By June of 1859, Denver City 

had grown from a parcel of lots to 150 buildings and a population of 4,759. 

The Pacific Railway Act of 1862 looked promising for Denver’s burgeoning economy. The Union 

Pacific Railroad, however, chose a route through Cheyenne, Wyoming. Thomas Durant, vice 

president of the Union Pacific, quipped that its decision would render Denver City “too dead to 

bury.” John Evans, Governor of the newly established Colorado Territory, was not going to give up 

without a fight. He and local businessmen partnered with investors from the East Coast to form The 

Denver Pacific Railway and Telegraph Company. 

On May 10th, 1869, even though its passengers were required to disembark and cross the Missouri 

River by boat before continuing by train to either coast, the Union Pacific line declared itself the 

winner in the race to be the first transcontinental railroad. In August of 1870, the Kansas Pacific 

completed its line to Denver. And with that, the Denver Pacific became an integral link to the first 

genuine transcontinental railroad.  

Cheyenne withered. Denver, despite Thomas Durant’s dour prediction, did not die. It had its 

difficulties but ultimately did as its founders intended: grew, prospered, and thrived. 
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CBCS 22nd Annual Convention September 16-17, 2022 

Hosted by Larry and Margie Snow #292 
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Tournament Winners 
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Contest Winners 

 

 

Presentations 

During this year’s convention, we heard some remarkably interesting presentations. 

Larry Snow and Keith Dwire did a wonderful and thorough presentation on the infamous number 

29 board; it is history, noting a large number of variations, as well has displaying many of them to 

point out the variations.  

Cec Bradshaw’s presentation centered around the CBCS being more than a society, rather more of 

a family. To validate his conviction, he displayed and presented his unique and rare Drueke boards, 

brass book ends, and the Ruhm box that are in his possession as a result of CBCS members getting 

them in to his collection. 

Larry Svoda, one of our newest members, had a unique walnut bench, made from a tree cut in 1975, 

to show and to tell a story. While he was playing a game with his German father-in-law on that 

board, the unspoken stories of WWII came to life. It is quite common that veterans avoid those 

stories, but that game of cribbage changed that for Larry’s father-in-law, 

Inspired by Dan Betz’s presentation last year on his hobby of unearthing early artifacts, Becky 

Fredrecksen changed things up with her presentation of mixing and matching two of her favorite 
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pastimes – music and cribbage. She recently began collecting music related to cribbage boards; 

guitars, treble clefts, and ukeleles. Now for the rest of the story - Becky showed us her Great, great 

grandfather, Uncle Johnny, 1906 Bream Hedy parlor guitar and provided the history of it and how 

she obtained it. And then – she stroked the keys of that parlor guitar and belted out a cribbage song 

she wrote. Tomorrow’s American Idol? 

Wes Lewis, another of our new members, highlighted a board that he is making for his wife, about 

which she does not know. This board will be featured in the February 2023 newsletter along with 

other boards our members have made themselves.  

Future Conventions 

Our 2023 convention will be held in Rochester, MN and hosted by our new folk song artist, Becky 

Fredricksen. 

Our 2024 convention will be held in Amana Colonies, IA and hosted by Debbie Wolgast 

Our 2025 convention will be held in Portland, OR and hosted by Terry Coons and Joe Wheeler. 

We all had a wonderful time in Denver this year. Many thanks to Larry Snow for hosting this year’s 

convention. You really need to mark your calendars for these future conventions. Although the 

dates are not set in concrete yet, the conventions are normally held the third or fourth week in 

September. Go ahead and block those weeks on your calendars. 

 


