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 What to do with one cribbage board and 24 

pegs – May 2022 

Most cribbage board collectors have at least one 
of the fine ‘ONCE-A-ROUND” boards made by 

WM. F. DRUEKE AND SONS, INC. Open the box and decide what to do with all those 
pegs! I suspect many of you have “stolen” pegs from this set to replace those 
missing from other boards. You’ve just kept them under the metal slide on the 
bottom. Maybe some have used the extras to keep track of games won (common 
on many boards), or keep track of skunks, or even keep a running total of points 

     President’s Message 
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against your favorite opponent. But what about keeping track of CORNERS or HIGH 
HAND? 
 

   
 
 
 
Since this is one of the questions that surfaces in my cluttered mind from time to 
time, I decided to check my Drueke directions for the CRIBBAGEMASTER Model 
1950 board shown above. So, if I want to use all the scoring features indicated on 
this board, how do I spend my 8 blue pegs? I need 

• two to score each game 

• one to keep track of up to 10 GAMES won 

• one to handle up to 5 SKUNKS 

• one to keep track of up to 10 CORNERS (accumulative) 

• three to keep track of up to 799 cumulative POINTS 
OOPS! I’ve used my 8 blue pegs; I still need something to mark my HIGH HAND – 
more blue pegs? Toothpicks? 
 

SEE YOU IN DENVER 
 
Let the play continue, 
Keith Dwire, President 
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2022 CBCS CONVENTION  

All a—board for all points leading to Denver, Colorado 

 

 

 

The countdown has begun. In four short months, September 16th, 17th and 18th, 

members of Cribbage Board Collectors Society will gather at the recently renovated 

Hilton DoubleTree Central Park to greet old friends, meet new ones, and play a few 

rounds of Crib. And, of course, to show off our acquisitions: the admirable, the 

unusual, and the outright ugly. 

Host, Larry Snow (#292), has secured a special block rate of $95 per night for King or 

Double Queen rooms opening on the courtyard. The hotel provides on-demand 

shuttle service 6:00am to 11:00pm to and from the Central Park Light Rail Station 

(A-Line commuter rail to and from DEN International Airport). Use this link to make 

your reservation online: https://www.hilton.com/en/attend-my-event/densndt-crb-

594aca19-eeb8-4016-a88f-4ab1e16fcd62/ 

Consider sightseeing while in Denver as the negotiated Hilton DoubleTree’s block 

rates are good September15th through the 20th. But make those reservations 

https://www.hilton.com/en/attend-my-event/densndt-crb-594aca19-eeb8-4016-a88f-4ab1e16fcd62/
https://www.hilton.com/en/attend-my-event/densndt-crb-594aca19-eeb8-4016-a88f-4ab1e16fcd62/
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early as Denver area hotels have one of the highest booking averages in the 

country. In other words: if you snooze, you will truly lose!  

RTD Denver’s commuter rail service leaves directly from DEN and stops a short 

distance from our Hilton DoubleTree hotel (Central Park stop). The commuter rail 

continues to Union Station (pictured above) in the heart of Denver’s historic LoDo 

district. LoDo is a mecca for boutique shopping, fine dining, micro-breweries, as 

well as sports and entertainment venues (Broncos Stadium, Coors Field, and Pepsi 

Center). 

For those interested in alternate games of chance, Colorado’s historic mining towns 

of Black Hawk and Central City are an hour away. Gambling is legal; slot machines, 

Blackjack and Poker tables abound. But gaming is not the only gold glittering in 

those mountains; come mid-to-late September, Mother Nature gilds her hillsides in 

dazzling hues.  

So, whether to gather with fellow cribbage board enthusiasts or to vacation in the 

fabulous Rocky Mountains, or both, I encourage each-and-every member to join us 

for our 22nd convention. And, as always, our gathering will be that much more 

memorable with you there! 

Looking forward to hosting you in Denver,  

Larry Snow (#292) 

Spoiler Alert #2: Program will include a presentation on the “29” board patented by 

Edward Hirst in 1954 including display of vintage boards attributed but not 

confirmed to Hirst. 

If any of you wish to do a presentation in addition to the show and tell, please let 

me know so I can put it in the agenda. I know you are out there, and our attendees 

would love to hear what you might have to say. 
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Hilton DoubleTree Lobby 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

From Betz Bradshaw, #238A 

This is a small, but very usual board that is obviously handcrafted and must have an 

interesting history that I do not know about.  

The first picture is the playing side and has a nice star inlay on one end and the staging 

holes for the pegs on the other end. 

 

The second picture is the bottom of the board and has the following words. 

“Nothing impossible for them to do as they understand one another.” This from the 

story of: “The Tower of Babel.” History does not record the age of the bldg..” 



6 | P a g e  
 

Notice the skunk on one end and the rooster on the other end with words of wisdom 

for play. 

 

One of the sides is inscribed as Property of the US Army 

 

The other side is inscribed with “LA TUTMONDON UNUIGITAJN STATOJN ESTAS 

FAREBLA.- NI  HAVAS LA LINGVON INTERNACIAN: “LA ESPERANTO.” AMEN.- 

 

One end indicated the date of the board as May 15, 1937  

The other end may be the name of the crafter, D.Toro., from Reeder N.D. 

                 

Wouldn’t it be great if we were able to determine why, where, and how did some 

cribbage boards come in to being? Now, can any of you decipher the message on the 

side of the board? 

Hint: Esperanto (/ˌɛspəˈrɑːntoʊ/ or /ˌɛspəˈræntoʊ/)[7][8] is the world's most widely 

spoken constructed international auxiliary language. Created by Polish ophthalmologist L. L. Zamenhof in 

1887, it was intended to be a universal second language for international communication.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:IPA/English
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:IPA/English
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Esperanto#cite_note-7
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Esperanto#cite_note-8
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Constructed_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_auxiliary_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ophthalmologist
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/L._L._Zamenhof
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_language
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From Jonathan Hatfield, #356 

First up is what must be a rare Eddy Saves Arguments board. Notice the addition of 

the “s” on arguments. I would consider it a prototype, if not for the paper label on 

the underside. The pegs and end pieces are aluminum. Seems to be very high 

quality. I purchased from an online dealer a few years ago and have the no further 

information on it. My hope is a member will know something. The label is in fragile 

condition, and I keep it covered with an acetate sheet to try and preserve it.  

                         

                        

 

Next is a variant of the usual Dennison board known to collectors. It has the usual 

hole arrangement, with the addition of a patent date of Nov. 17, 1878, and the 

names of the various games printed on the reverse. This model is in one piece with 

the peg storage behind a swivel door on the side. Complete with beautifully turned 

pegs.  
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XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

From Cec Bradshaw, #238  

When I started collecting cribbage boards fifteen years ago many of you know my 

initial mission was to collect every known model from the Drueke Game Company. 

Once I had collected many, many Drueke cribbage boards and there did not seem 

to be many more uncollected models available on eBay and elsewhere, I turned my 

focus on triangles. One of the first triangles I added to my collection is this beautiful 

hand-crafted inlay. The workmanship is superb! Sometimes these old inlays might 

begin cracking in some places, but the inlays on this one is remarkably tight. The 

pegs appear to be bone material and there is a slot on one side of the board for 

storage. Another special aspect of this board is the case that has been made for a 

very snug fit to house the board. Felt has been added to the three sides of the case 

to prevent scratching. The finish on the board is impeccable. The board measures 

twelve inches one each side. This may not be my favorite board, but it certainly 

ranks high in my collection. 
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 Another triangle that ranks very high in my collection is this English Inlay Tumbling 

Block board. This board did win the most desirable contest at our 2012 convention 

in North Carolina. It is twelve inches 

on each side. Notice the multitude 

of very small inlays in many various 

shapes and colors. The tumbling 

blocks in the center of the board 

have a three – dimensional. Aspect 

to them. All the inlays in this board 

are also extremely tight. I continue 

to be amazed at the artisanship 

from so many years ago, given the 

tools    craftsman had to work with. 
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From Bob Stricker, #120 

 I have two boards that are rather unique: 

The first one is a brass board that was given to a friend of my 

father. He did not play so he gave it to my father. this 

occurred about sixty years ago. I have since acquired it. It 

was a victim of the Agnes flood in June of 1973, so it required 

some rehab. I have polished it to the extent of purchasing 

white rouge and a new, clean buffing wheel. A coat of clear 

finish keeps it shining. I then made a set of pegs from 3/16" 

diameter brass rod. The board was made by Geo. C Allis of 

Derby, Ct. That was a forge/machine shop. Building was still 

in existence about thirty years ago.  
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The second one is scrimshaw on a walrus tusk (fake). It is really celluloid, like a 

billiard ball. Beautifully handmade, it came from England and the detail is 

awesome.  

 

 

 

From Harlow Hanson, # 289 

Last October Dave Angell, fellow CBCS member, and I were playing a game of 
cribbage as we often do. When we were 
pegging, we noticed that we had the same 
cards in our hands. When the crib was 
counted, we saw that we had both discarded 
the same cards. As you can see in the picture 
we had like hands. Neither of us could 
remember when either of us had happened 
before, but for sure not in the many games 
we have played with the two of us. We took 
a picture to document the event. Knowing 
there are 18,395 possible six card hands, this 
does seem to be very unusual! We have not 
actually calculated the odds of this 
happening, but it must be very low. We are 
curious if others have had this occur and if 

anyone has calculated the odds. Funny think we both think we won the game!  
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Our Saviors Lutheran Church in Faribault, MN hosted a cribbage event hosted by 
our church Koinonia group. Koinonia is a biblical term meaning fellowship. After a 
Sunday service people were invited to play cribbage. There was a wide range of 
players from ones that had never played the game to those of us that have played 
a long time. (Perhaps so long ago we cannot remember when we started!) 
Everyone seemed to enjoy playing. 
CBCS members Dave Angell, Chris Angell, Jean Hanson, and I Butch Hanson were 
on hand to assist and play. We will be doing another cribbage event again in the 
fall. The pictures show some “action” from the event. 
 
Lest we forget!! 
 
In the February newsletter, you were told that Dan Betz won the “Ugliest Board 
contest,” but the picture of the board did not make the newsletter deadline. 
However, it was so ugly you just had to see it. So here it is – after emerging from 
the ashes of a fire – a true Phoenix of a cribbage board. Dan, you have a well-
deserved award! 
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Election of Officers 
Each year we have an election of officers at our annual convention (society 

meeting). This year, Larry Snow, Karen Schaffner, and Harlow Hanson will be 

completing their three-year term as an officer or director. The bylaws, below, 

outline the process for this annual election. Each of the retiring board members 

also have the provision to re - apply for another term. Please consider if you might 

be interested in becoming a board member. The duties of board members are 

spelled out in our bylaws. If interested, please forward your application to our 

secretary, Karen Schaffner. The applications for board membership will be 

published in the August newsletter. 

 
ARTICLE X Process for Election of Board of Directors 

A. Members of the Board of Directors shall be elected for a term of 3 years 

B. Members that have expiring terms may be re-elected 

C. Board of Director applications will be included in the May newsletter. 

D. Society members wishing to serve on the Board of Directors shall 

make application (form attached) and send to the current Secretary 

of the board, in July, which is in advance of the annual convention. 

E. Copies of the applications will be included in the August newsletter or 

mailed to the total membership of the Cribbage Board Collector’s 

Society general membership in August. 

F. If the number of applications is the same number as retiring board 

members, they will be accepted on the board by “acclamation” at the 

Board of Directors meeting at the annual convention. 

G. If the number of applications is greater than the number of retiring board 

members, the general membership will vote either in person at the annual 

convention, or by absentee ballot. 

H. Board members may be removed with a majority vote of the board   



14 | P a g e  
 

Cribbage Board Collector’s Society 
Board of Directors    Application Form 

 
Contact Information 

Name  

Street Address  

City ST ZIP Code  

Home Phone  

Work Phone  

E-Mail Address  

Interests 

Tell us in which areas you are most interested in working on the board (Does not guarantee 

assignment) 

___ President 
___ Vice President 
___ Secretary 
___ Treasurer 
___ Research/Historian 
___ Membership Director 
___ Convention Coordinator 
___ Newsletter Editor 
___ President Emeritus 

Special Skills, Qualifications, or Interests 

Summarize special skills and qualifications, or other interests you have acquired from 

employment, previous volunteer work, or through other activities, including hobbies or sports. 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________ 

Previous Volunteer Experience 

Summarize your previous volunteer experience. 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

________________________ 
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Convention Registration and Membership Dues 

Complete and send your 2022 Convention Registration / Membership form and 

check to: 

Harlow Hansen, 2121 14th St. NE Faribault, MN 55021 

Name(s): 

___________________________________________________________________ 

Address: _______________________________ City: _______________State: ___ 

 

Zip code: __________ Phone: __________________________________ 

Email: _____________________________________________________ 

 

Convention Member Fee     $125.00  __________ 

Convention Associate Fee        75.00  __________ 

(Spouse or regular member living at same address) 

2021 Convention Board Only       125.00             __________ 

Membership Dues           $10.00/year  __________ 

Associate member Dues            $5.00/year  __________ 

 

Total Enclosed:                  $ _________ 

 


