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 The President’s Featured Board 

This may look like a homemade board to many of you. It is. However, it is far from ordinary. It has 
been in my collection since September 2015. I paid nothing for it. Twice since that 2015 CBCS 
Convention, I have brought it back to enter in the UGLIEST BOARD contest, and twice I have gone 
home disappointed. 

     President’s Message 
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There is more to the story 

As I was contemplating my column for this month, I decided to search out something from our CBCS 
founder, Bette Bemis. The search took me to a series of articles she had written years ago about 
the origins of our society, followed by articles on a variety of board collecting themes. I landed on 
a writeup about handcrafted boards. And then I found this photo. 

Bette proceeded to tell a story about each of these 
handcrafted boards from her collection. Notice that the 
board described in the following paragraph is none other 
than MY multi-colored, handcrafted beauty! 
The multi-colored board was created from small inlays of 
Formica by a local craftsman. The board itself is made, but 
the inlays give the board its own special glamour. On the 
underside, I discovered the name of the craftsman as well 
as the name of the person for whom the board was made, 

which is of additional interest to a board collector. My collection happens to house several boards 
hand-crafted locally, and I plan to preserve the names of the craftsmen with their boards. Who 
knows, a hundred years from now one of their descendants may have an opportunity to gain 
possession of their board, and it will become a family treasure! 
So, Bette, I am putting a shout-out to the family of George Ethier, the crafter of this board, and to 
the family of Louis Gladve, the person to whom the board was given. AND, when I attend this year’s 
convention in Denver, I will take this board with me a third time. However, this year it will be 
entered in the MOST DESIRABLE competition. 

Let the play continue, 
Keith Dwire, President 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXNew 

2022 CBCS CONVENTION 

All a—board! Set your sites on Denver, Colorado 

Cec Bradshaw passing on the convention welcome board to 

Larry Snow, our host for the 2022 convention. 
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Mark your calendars and make your reservations for CBCS’s 2022 convention. On September 16th 

and 17th, we will gather at the recently renovated Hilton DoubleTree in Denver’s Central Park 

district to greet old friends, meet new ones, and play a few rounds of Crib. And, of course, to show 

off our acquisitions: the admirable, the unusual, and the outright ugly. 

Host, Larry Snow (#292), has secured a special block rate of $95 per night for King or Double Queen 

rooms opening on the courtyard. Hilton DoubleTree provides on-demand shuttle service 6:00am to 

11:00pm to and from the Central Park Light Rail Station (A-Line commuter rail to and from DEN 

International Airport), as well as nearby Northfield Center for shopping and additional fine and 

casual dining. 

Consider sightseeing while in Denver as the negotiated Hilton DoubleTree’s block rates are good 

September15th through the 20th. But make those reservations early as Denver area hotels have 

one of the highest booking averages in the country. In other words: if you snooze, you will truly 

lose! (Passkey Link for hotel reservations will be provided on our website for those members who 

are registering for the convention). 

Members coming to Denver by car or train will be passing through the flatlands of Kansas on their 

way to the town once known as the Queen City of the Plains. But before spotting what some now 

call the Queen City of the Planes, you will see the Rocky Mountains looming above the already Mile 

High City. Those traveling by air, will observe urban sprawl: 130 miles worth, from Fort Collins to 

Colorado Springs, and will arrive at Denver International Airport (fifth busiest in the nation, DEN is 
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in the middle of a $3.5 billion renovation. Sorry for the disruption.) The airport’s unique high-tensile 

strength fabric roof is a landmark reminiscent of teepees that once dotted Denver’s birthplace at 

the confluence of Cherry Creek and the South Platte River. 

RTD Denver’s commuter rail service leaves directly from DEN and stops a short distance from our 

Hilton DoubleTree hotel (Central Park stop). The commuter rail continues to Union Station (pictured 

above) in the heart of Denver’s historic LoDo district. LoDo is a mecca for boutique shopping, fine 

dining, micro-breweries, sports, and entertainment (Broncos Stadium, Coors Field and Pepsi 

Center). 

Internationally famous concert venue, Red Rocks Natural Amphitheater, is a short twenty miles 

west. For those who enjoy alternate games of chance, the historic mining towns of Black Hawk and 

Central City are an hour away. Gambling is legal; slot machines, Blackjack and Poker tables abound. 

But gaming is not the only gold glittering in those magnificent Rocky Mountains; come mid-to-late 

September, Mother Nature begins gilding her hillsides in dazzling hues.  

So, whether to gather with fellow cribbage board enthusiasts or to vacation in the fabulous Rocky 

Mountains, or both, I encourage each-and-every member to join us for our 2022 convention. 

(Spoiler Alert) This year’s commemorative cribbage board (historic in design and astonishingly 

creative) promises to be a keepsake that you, and eventually your kids and grandkids, will treasure. 

And, as always, our gathering will be that much more memorable with you there! 

Looking forward to hosting you in Denver, 

Larry Snow (#292) 

The September convention will be a small family event for the Ewings. Our 

family there will include daughter Shay and grandson Gunnar, who are 

recent card-carrying members of the Cribbage Board Collectors Society. 

They live in Golden. Golden is near Denver. Denver is our convention site. 

Score! Gunnar will be 16 in September and just may be the youngest 

member; Shay may be the most novice; Wally may be the oldest; and Jane 

may be the one whistling Christmas carols (when she is confident of 

winning). 

Respectfully submitted, Jane Ewing 
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Hilton DoubleTree Lobby 

2021 Convention Highlights 

The local newspaper did a nice write up about the forthcoming 

convention in Grand Haven/Spring Lake. Betz and Cec were amazed 

when they opened the newspaper with this article covering the front 

page. 

We had a nice convention, and the balance of this section will be 

focused on the new attendees, the contest winners, the tournament 

winners, and other human-interest comments. 

 

First time convention attendees. We had five first time convention attendees at our 2021 

convention, which will be introduced here. 
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Elaine Paulsen, seated at the right, is our member 

number 330 and hails from the great state of 

Minnesota. She came with a friend of hers that 

enjoys the outdoors as much as she does. Her 

guest was Marcia Everingham, seated on the left, 

also from Minnesota. These tough, but nice 

ladies, spent the night before the convention in a 

tent camping in the Grand Haven State Park! 

They appreciated the nice warm and welcoming 

atmosphere of our convention space – as well as 

the convention. 

 Larry Snow is CBCS member #292 and was joined by his wife, 

Margie. Margie recently retired from her decorating business 

and now has the time to attend the conventions with Larry. They 

are known to leave a cribbage board at places they stay or 

having dinner out. Larry was the host of our 2016 convention in 

Denver. He is also hosting out convention next year in Denver. 

You do not want to miss it.  

Becky Fredrickson is CBCS member # 297 and she also hails from 

Minnesota. Becky first came to our conventions with her aunt, 

Elinor Lamb, who we really missed seeing this year. But this year, 

Becky, seated on the right, came with her friend and new 

member, Diane Schaible, CBCS #335. It just may be that we might 

be going to Minnesota for our 2023 convention, hosted by Becky. 

Becky, is this true? 

These are two of our newest members, Bart and Rosemary 

Robinson, CBCS members, #’s 342 and 342A. Bart and Rosemary 

live in Fruitport, Michigan. That is not very far from the 

Bradshaw’s in Grand Haven, Michigan. They have only recently 

become very active cribbage board collectors. They already have 

many from across the US in their travels. Rosemary won first 

place in the tournaments and went away with an ultra rare 

Quitman board as her prize. 
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And here we have Larry Snow engaged in super serious conversation with 

another of our newest members and first time convention attendee, Debbie 

Wolgast, CBCS member # 350. Debbie lives in Rock Island, Illinois. Debbie did 

not win any prizes from the contests, but she did walk away with some prizes 

from the bid table. Do not be surprised if we hear that the 2024 convention 

might be held in Rock Island. She was super excited to learn about the CBCS 

and becoming a member. 

 

 

Many of you know Dan Betz, CBCS member #223. Dan has been to many of 

our conventions and is an avid Drueke board collector. Cec Bradshaw and 

Dan have both been able to spend time with Bill Drueke III. In addition to 

showing selected cribbage boards from his collection, Dan gave us a great 

presentation and displayed many of his  findings from Europe as a result of 

several trips there metal detecting for ancient artifacts. (Another collection 

passion) Dan is in the process of downsizing his cribbage board collection,but 

of his boards that he had on display was the very rare Drueke 1930’s number 

2 round board complete with the original green coaster. Dand and Cec got 

their heads together and that number 2 is now in the possession of Cec. Cec 

now has all 3 very rare round Drueke numbers 1, 2, and 3. That is another of 

the very special aspects of coming together with others that share the passion of collecting cribbage 

boards. And……..here they are, all complete  with 1930’s vaseline uranimum green glass coasters! 
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Tournament Winners 

 

Here are the winners of the tournaments: From left to right – Rosemary Robinson (first place), Dan 

Betz (second place), Jim Herzog (third place), and Chris Angell (forth place) 

Contest Winners 

\  

Dan’s entry into the ugliest board was a board the somehow survived a fire. It really was not pretty 

and deserved to win this contest. Unfortunately, there is not a picture available for this publication. 
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Becky Fredrickson won the most desirable board contest. The 

board is owned by her aunt Elinor Lamb, who could not be with 

us at the convention. The cribbage board is made from 

recycled material salvaged from furniture industry waste. It is 

the top of a four-legged wooden stool. It was created by 

MacGregor Historic Games in Minneapolis, MN. The painted 

Celtic design is called Rose & Pentagon. Within the swirls of the 

design, you will see that there are three sets of sixty holes 

divided into 5-point sections. The pegging-out hole is set in the 

middle of the board.  

This cribbage board is made from recycled material salvaged 

from furniture industry waste. It is the top of a four-legged 

wooden stool. It was created by MacGregor Historic Games in 

Minneapolis, MN. The painted Celtic design is called Rose & 

Pentagon. Within the swirls of the design, you will see that 

there are three sets of sixty holes divided into 5-point sections. The pegging-out hole is set in the 

middle of the board.  

 

 Cec Bradshaw won the most unusual 
board, the “Freebagge.” Cec and Betz’s 
son Joel used an arial view of their 
Freesoil, Michigan cabin and masterfully 
recreated it into this most unusual, but 
desirable cribbage board. The track on the 
board represents the Big Sauble River that 
the property sits on. Each set of five holes 
is a separate piece of pottery. The board is 
complete with the buildings, the firepits, 
trees, deer, skunk, and the pegs are 

jumping fish. Complete with a set of Michigan playing cards, the base is an old chunk of tree trunk. 
 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 
 
 
What to do With Our Collections Someday – And - How to Take the Game with Us 
 
The presenters, Keith Dwire, Butch Hanson, and Dave Angell began by asking the group what people 
planned to do with their collections once they no longer wanted or needed them. A number of 
ideas came forth. Some thought they would like to donate their collections to organizations such 
as schools and museums or other societies. Selling boards to other collectors, consigning to antique 
stores, eBay, and other marketplaces was suggested. One idea was to place cribbage boards on 
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tables at a funeral reception so guests could take a memento home. Whatever, collection dispersal 
could be a challenge. 
 
 Keith, Harlow, and Dave then presented one unique way a collector can deal with the situation. 
Harlow has a relative who has crafted burial urns with cribbage tracks on the lids so a person can, 
indeed, take the game right along with him or her at the end - or include an entire cremated 
collection to share with others in Heaven. The picture below shows the three presenters with their 
three cribbage urns. 
 

                                                   
 
 
The “Birthing” of the 2021 Convention Cribbage Board. 
 
Recognizing the CBCS 30th anniversary, paying tribute to Bette Bemis as our founder and for her 
diligent and focused efforts to preserve the history of the great game of cribbage, and reflecting 
the state of Michigan in a special and natural way, became the criterions for the 2021 convention 
board. 

 
The vision was a round board with a “live edge” cut from a log harvested from one of our National 
Forests in Michigan. We created a model and then contacted our friend, Jim Cook, to see if he 
was willing to collaborate with us on it. Jim got started late in 2020 to find a log. 
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After contacting several sawmills around western Michigan Jim found a suitable log and 
purchased it. It was a 4-foot cedar log with a diameter that was twelve inches wide at the narrow 
end and fourteen ¼ inches at the wider end. The pictures show the log standing on end and the 
bark that naturally came off the core of the log during the drying process. 

Once the log was dry, Jim found a person that could then cut the one 
¼ inch thick “cookies” from which he would produce the cribbage 
board. 

After the cookies were cut Jim then began the process of creating a 
cribbage board. 

Next came the arduous task of finishing 
the board. Through trial and error, Jim 
found the right process to produce an 
exceptional quality board. Notice the 
varied materials used to hold the irregular 
circumference of each board. Every board 
is unique. 
Jim then then applied five coats of epoxy 
– sanded between each coat.

Your hosts, 

Betz and Cec Bradshaw 




