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Message from the president:
Thank you, George,
We all know that 100 is perfect – so, 99
doesn’t miss by much! That’s CBCS
member #99, George Catt. George has
been a member of our Board of Directors
for as long as I remember, and I met him
at Branson 2006, my first convention. He
has been a regular attendee and
coordinated our convention cribbage
tournaments. George retired from the
Board in June and will not be at our convention this year, BUT, promised me he would be at
Denver 2020. We must all agree that George is a Really Nice Guy!
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Welcome Larry
With George’s resignation from the Board in
June, I needed to appoint someone to fill the
vacancy. Fortunately, Larry Snow accepted the
invitation. Larry became an active member
immediately and coordinated Denver2016. He
has been a regular presenter at conventions
and has also agreed to host again in Denver
2020.
Larry will present again this year on the topic
The Oddballs. He invites you to bring your ODD cribbage boards; those that don’t meet our
criteria to be labeled NORMAL.
COME TO BLOOMINGTON 2019 – SEPTEMBER 26-27
Read Harlow’s summary of this convention elsewhere in this newsletter. I just want to
highlight a couple of features of this convention.
• The Board of Directors has approved amended and rewritten bylaws for the society. Cec
Bradshaw, Terry Coons and Keith worked many hours via teleconferences and emails to
make revisions and incorporate suggestions from the Board. The revised bylaws will be
presented to our membership at the convention for discussion.
• We will again conduct a silent auction at this convention. Peter Leach will have some
boards from his collection available for your purchase, AND, will have written histories
about some (or all) of these boards. We all appreciate the stories that go with the boards,
and would appreciate information, written or spoken, about your silent auction boards.
Can you add at least one of your boards to the auction this year?
Let the play continue,
Keith Dwire, President
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
WELCOME TO THE NORTH STAR STATE LAND OF LOONS AND THE LAND OF 10,000 LAKES.
The 21st Cribbage Board Collectors Society Convention is coming soon on Friday September 27th
and Saturday September 28th. It will be held at the Crowne Plaza AIRE in Bloomington,
Minnesota. The hotel is conveniently located to Minneapolis St. Paul Airport, the Mall of
America, and the Light Rail. The Light Rail, with a stop outside the Hotel, will transport you to
our vibrant downtown Minneapolis; the home of the Twins, Vikings, Lynx and the Timberwolves.
Minneapolis is home of the Guthrie, the Orpheum, the Pantages, and State theaters. Other
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interests include the Walker Art Center and Sculpture Garden, Mill City Museum, and the
Minneapolis Institute of Art.
The Mall of America has over 500 stores, many fine restaurants and attractions including Sea Life
Minnesota, Amazing Mirror and Glass Maze, and FlyOver America, a simulated flight experience.
Hotel provides shuttle service to and from the MOA. Within the Crowne Plaza you will find a
museum centered around Northwest Airlines our first major Twin Cities airline. The Museum
includes the history of the Airport, starting as a dirt racetrack.
The convention fee is $125 covering the cost of the Saturday evening banquet, the hospitality
room, and of course the traditional Convention Commemorative Cribbage Board. We currently
have 20 people registered to attend. IT IS NOT TOO LATE TO REGISTER. Registration form is
included with the newsletter. Fill out the form and send to Harlow Hanson, 2121 14th St NE,
Faribault, MN 55021. You can pay your $10 yearly dues at the same time.
To reserve a room, contact the Bloomington Crowne Plaza AIRE Hotel, Bloomington, MN.
Reservation Phone Number: 888-224-6610.
Special room rates of $109 plus taxes are available if reserved before September 5, 2019.
Be sure to mention you are attending the Cribbage Board Collectors Society Convention.
Bring your boards for Show & Tell. S&T is always an interesting part of the convention. Harlow
and Keith will have a display of boards with Minnesota connections. Bring any that you may have.
We will have the contest for the Most Desirable, Most Unique, and Ugliest cribbage board. We
know you have boards to compete in each category.
A cribbage tournament will be held with prizes for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place plus a prize for the
Most Skunked. The skunk prize will be a treasured prize! And of course, no convention would be
complete without a sale of boards.
Thursday night an eating place is not designated. As people gather, they can eat at the hotel or
catch a shuttle to the MOA. Friday night a restaurant will be selected for us to attend as a group.
Each person will be responsible for the cost of their meal. Saturday night is the Convention
banquet put on and paid for by CBCS. Prizes will be awarded, and the Convention
Commemorative Cribbage Board distributed. We are hopeful the craftsman who made the
boards will be attending so boards can be signed.
You will be greeted with a welcome bag that includes a certificate for a coupon book (normally
$20) at the MOA. We will have a Hospitality Room in which to gather and relax together. The
convention Is a great time to catch up with fellow collectors, talk memories and create some
great new ones.
Looking forward to seeing you at the convention.
Keith Dwire and Harlow (Butch) Hanson
Co-conspirators - (Convention Hosts)
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The Solution (?) To an Unperceived (?) Question – Frank Wurman
For many years I had owned the three boards, shown in close-up and full views, in the attached
pictures. The scroll work design on all the boards are similar, if not identical, and all have ivory
insets for the scoring of the games. The first two boards) have carved ivory insets showing figures
in what appears to be an oriental manner, and there appear to be similarities between them.

The first board sits on what seems to be gutta
percha feet, with a pod on the bottom for pegs.
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This second board is a traditional style folding board,

The third board is a triangle which is
8 1/2 inches on a side and originally
had feet at each corner with a pod
underneath the center, all which
feet and pod have been lost during
the life of the board,
Mainly because of the oriental
appearance of the figures in the
ivory insets on two of the boards,
and the presence of the ivory, we
surmised that they came from the
East, more likely China, but we had
no further information concerning
the age or origin of these boards.

At least twenty years ago we were traveling in New England, and stopped in the town of Salem,
Massachusetts. Deciding to forego visiting the "witch houses", we opted instead to visit three
houses which had recently been renovated, refurbished and re-authenticated to represent the
way 17th, 18th and 19th century inhabitants of the town resided. Visiting the17th and 18th
century houses, we were impressed with the manner in which the work had been done, and by
the apparent authenticity of all the furnishings in the house and the tools and objects which had
been collected and were on display.
As we entered the drawing room of the 19th century house and were standing behind the
ubiquitous baize rope which prevented entry into the room itself, we saw what appeared to be
a cribbage board on the table across the room. When we inquired as to whether it was a board,
the docent said she would get it and bring it to us. Then realizing that there were only five
visitors (three plus Nan and myself) and that we didn't appear to present any danger to
the articles in the room, she took down the rope and ushered us into the room. On approaching
the table, we saw that it was, in fact, a cribbage board, similar in size and shape to the first board,
with similar carving to that on our boards, the main difference being that it had lion's paw feet
rather than the semi-spherical knobs on the feet present on our board.
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Becoming aware of the similarities between that board, and the ones shown here, we became
excited and asked the docent about the provenance. We became even more excited when she
said that all the items in the house had been authenticated to have been made in the first third
of the 19th century. We then assumed that our carved boards would have a similar provenance, a
happy discovery.

Fast forward several years. A large antique show in Atlantic City- well over one thousand
dealers. One dealer had this board in a case, and when we asked him to let us look at it we saw
that it was a metal plaque with no holes and although it looked like a board, it clearly was not
one on which we could play..
One hole appears to have been drilled
in error. The "carving" looked similar
in design to the designs of the three
boards referenced earlier, but in
reverse-and the rectangles where the
holes should have been are raised,
not indented to provide a niche for
the ivory insets to be placed.

We had thought that the design on the three boards had been carved into the wood, but we were
faced with the possibility that it had been pressed into the wood using a metal plaque. A metal
master would provide for the "mass production" of what was thought to be a labor-intensive
process.
We never thought there was a mystery- but if there were, this was the solution.
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Hand crafted boards – The following four articles are reprints from previous years. The focus is
on making a cribbage board yourself.
Make your Own Board – by jay fulwider
As most of you are aware, many ACC members like to make cribbage boards. I have featured
many boards made by members of the ACC. Those articles in Cribbage World have generated
quite a few emails asking about making boards. Our members who are woodworkers have their
own methods and the tools to do the job. However, some of us only want to make a board or
two and not have to invest in a lot of expensive tools.
In July 2010 I did an article on an inexpensive way to make boards that will look very professional.
The only tool you might need to buy would be a “Dremel” tool for drilling. They can be purchased
for as little as $15 at Amazon. They are also available at any hardware store.
Many of my most beautiful and unique cribbage boards are
handmade. Some are made by artists, wood workers and metal
machinists and are near perfect. Some handmade boards are very
crude, but they are all beautiful in their own way. The first photo
is of three boards that I have made. I have devised an easy way
to make boards which results in a nice board with very even holes.
The following is a “how to” description with photos:
The only items needed are; painter’s tape, pencil eraser,
Sharpie pen, and a Dremel tool with a sharp pointed conical
bit and drill bit.
The first step is to find a board with the size and pattern of
holes that you want to use on your selected board material.

1. Place the tape over the crib board holes and press on the
tape with a rounded pencil eraser until the tape is
depressed into the holes.
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2. Mark the center of the holes with a Sharpie pen. This is easy because the pen will tend
to mark the low point of the depression.
3. Peel off the tape and place it on your board material. This
system works well on both flat and rounded surfaces.
4. Take your Dremel tool with a sharp conical bit and drill
starter holes on the dots marked on the tape. This is very
important because it will help keep your drill bit from
slipping out of position when you start the drilling process.
5. Select your drill bit size and mark it with tape for the depth you
want to drill. At this point, you can drill with the Dremel tool or a small
drill press. Be sure that your bit size works for the pegs you will be
using.
6. Peel off the tape and you are done.
Note; on the brush board in my example, I did have to place the brush on four finish
nails that were driven into a board. That kept the brush from moving while I worked
on it. Sometimes it is helpful to clamp your board while drilling.
Have fun and feel free to email me if you have questions. (budandotis@msn.com)
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
The CEB152 (Cec Bradshaw, #238)
I have been a collector of cribbage boards for several years. My collection consists of many
beautiful boards, both hand crafted as well as factory produced. One of my objectives has been
to make one of my own. Not only am I a collector of old cribbage boards, but Betz and I also have
a love of antiques. Whenever we snoop around one of those shops, I have tried to keep my eyes
open to something that I could
convert to a cribbage board. So,
here we are in Scottville,
Michigan at Cole’s Antique Villa
antiques and there is an old cigar
mold – perfect size for a cribbage
surface. Guess what - $20.00 later
it is in my possession. The next
step in the process was to find a
cribbage pattern that might fit
the surface of the mold. Since I
am a dyed in the wool Drueke
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collector, I looked at what Drueke pattern just might fit the bill. Well, the Drueke model 2050 was
perfect.
I took a sheet of paper and taped it securely to the
surface of the Drueke board. With a pencil I made a
pattern that revealed the hole pattern for the playing
surface. I then securely taped the pattern on the
mold. Once it was fastened to the mold, I used my
hammer and a nail and punched starting holes for the
future drilling.

From there, I went over to Bill Drueke’s shop in Grand Rapids
and used his equipment for drilling the holes. His drill is far
better suited for that operation than I have at home. The
playing surface was very mottled and dented from years of
pressing fine cigars. So, I decided to sand the surface until it
was smooth. Once the surface was smooth, I applied 4 coats
of a water based, oil modified polyurethane finish. The
finished product is a very nice simple board. The peg storage
is inside one of the molds. I used two spacers from a Bose speaker system and glued them in
place and the pegs fit nicely in between. While we were vacationing near Sarasota, we went to
Sarasota Architectural where I found an old brass locker number 152 – Perfect for something to
do with cribbage. I fastened it to the surface of the mold and this hand- crafted cribbage board
became the model CEB152.

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
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“The 2017 Toggery” cribbage board -hand crafted by Cec Bradshaw
This cribbage board was made from a vintage antique wood sleeve ironing board used by “The
Toggery” in the early 1900’s. The Toggery, located in Ludington, Michigan was a men’s clothing
store established by K. L. Ashbacker in 1906. (Research shows that K. L. Ashbacker was also an
elected director of the Ludington Chamber of Commerce.) The Toggery was an upscale men’s
clothing store and sometime in the later years also sold women’s clothing. I would guess that this
board would be the base of the ironing board due to the hand scribed inscription and picture on
the exposed side. This would provide an interesting picture to the employee while ironing
sleeves. Pictured on the board is a fish and an inscription “Ludington on the Lake”. My source,
Jerry Cole of Coles Antiques, told me that this slogan or moniker was developed to encourage
the development of tourism in the Ludington area in those early years. It is also felt that someone
had some time on their hands and incorporated this crude picture and inscription on the base of
the ironing board. That person’s initials can also be found on the side of the board.

This picture represents the vintage type of ironing board used in men’s
clothing stores for ironing the sleeves of men’s shirts. My wife and I love to
browse antique stores, and lately, I find myself looking for something old
that just might have a story to go with it and it is a cribbage board - waiting
to happen. And in 2017 I found just the right piece of wood with a story –
at Cole’s Antique Villa in Scottville, Michigan.

The holes in the base that
would have housed the
support rods for the actual
ironing board are filled with
round aluminum rod. The
hole pattern selected for
this cribbage board is a V
tournament board. This pattern is especial suited to this longer board since tournament boards
are typically longer than the more conventional size board. After sanding the bottom of the
ironing board, a drill press was used to drill the 255 holes. After more sanding, 3 coats of clear
acrylic urethane were applied for a beautiful satin finish. Holes drilled in the end of the board
houses the 3 red and 3 white pegs used for play. There are also 10 holes to keep track of the
number of games won.
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
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Cribbage Board of the Month (Reprinted from ACC newsletter March 2013)
by jay fulwider
The cribbage board featured this month
was designed and made by ACC member
Mark Van Dyke. I previously featured
another board that Mark made in the
November 2011 Cribbage World. That
board was a wooden tournament longboard that disassembled into a box for card and peg storage.
Mark’s previous board and his newest “rocket board” are both held
together by magnets while in either the play or storage mode.
In addition to designing and making cribbage boards, Mark likes to play
in ACC tournaments and at the Muskegon Grass Roots Club. He was the
internet champion in 2005 and 2010.
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

Note from Dan Betz
I will be Liquidating my Cribbage board Collection over the next several months. I will be listing
on Friday and shipping on Monday. My eBay id is betzdan.
Contact me at d.jbetz@gmail.com or 231-740-7885.
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Convention Registration and Membership Dues
Complete and send your 2019 Convention Registration / Membership form and check to:
Harlow Hansen, 2121 14th St NE., Faribault, MN

55021

Name(s): ____________________________________________________________________

Address: __________________________________ City: ____________________ State: ___

Zip code: __________ Phone: ___________________________________________________

Email: ______________________________________________________________________

Convention Member Fee

$125.00

__________

Convention Associate Fee

75.00

__________

$125.00

__________

$10.00/year

__________

$5.00/year

__________

(Spouse or regular member living at same address)
2018 Convention Board Only

Membership Dues

Associate member Dues

Total Enclosed:
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$ _________

