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Message from the president:
Cribbage Texas Style
Dianne and I spent the month of January with Jean & Harlow Hanson at South Padre Island on
the southern tip of Texas. We discovered most Texans haven’t even heard of the game! In fact,
we became known as “Winter Texans,” so we did our best to spread the word.
Interestingly, many Winter Texans were from the states of Minnesota and Iowa. Some of them
were also cribbage players, so we dutifully coordinated South Padre Island (SPI) Cribbage
Tournament. I represented Iowa, and the other seven players were from Minnesota. We had a
great time playing the tournament over a two-day period, and I’m happy to report that our
very own CBCS associate member Jean Hanson won the tournament. Congratulations, Jean!
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Harlow, Jean, Dianne, and I enjoyed
many other opportunities to play the
game with each other as well as with
other people, so we kept sharp. And,
yes, we located a couple of potential
new CBCS Members .

Not only was it difficult to find cribbage players, it
was hard to find boards as well. After spending a full
day at a flea market in Donna, TX, I finally found this
gentleman at my last stop and brought back two
cribbage boards. Interesting, one of the boards was
stamped Waterville, Minnesota!

Let the play continue,
Keith Dwire, President
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My Favorite Board - The following articles have been submitted by members of our society. They
represent favorite or special boards for a variety of reasons.
Jay Fulwider
The attached photos are my two favorite
boards. The first was my father’s board. It is a
Horn/McCrillis No. C-5 (it may look like a C-6
because of no starter holes, however it is
stamped C5). It has a brass slider and was
purchased in the late 1930s. My dad taught
me to play cribbage on this board in 1952.
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The second board is a Kingsbridge No. 1016.
My dad gave it to me when I started college in
1963. He wanted me to have a three-player
board so that he could play with me and my
roommate.
Dad passed away in 1982 and left me his board. That was the start of my collection. I only wish
dad could see some of the boards I have now.
Ted Mullett - Mine is a simple story with great memories surrounding the game.
My favorite board is a non-descript board that my Dad, Uncle, and I used to play on in some of
our marathon cribbage sessions. Usually these sessions involved adult beverages (primarily
wine) and took two or three days (my weekends off work). The sessions lasted from meal to
meal and then into the night - $.50 per game ($1.00 for a skunk and $2.00 for a double skunk).
High stakes for all of us with the winner taking home at least $5.00 or so which hardly covered
the cost of consumption. The ladies involved in our sessions were very patient with us and
realized the strong affinity we all had for the game and for each other. My memories of these
times together still burn within me and I miss them both each time I am reminded of the game
(and of course, I am surrounded by quite a few triggers to the game).

The board was acquired by my Dad during his days in St. Joseph, Michigan (I was about 5 yearsold). At that time his interest was in postal chess and he had hundreds of games ongoing all
over the world (postage was only $.01 for a postcard). He taught me chess (not to the point of
beating him) and later cribbage building in my nature a strong affinity for games, especially
those involving more than simple luck to one’s success.
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Peter Leach
My all-time favorite board is a
Drueke No. 1949 that currently
resides in the collection of Cec
Bradshaw. I purchased it in the
late 1990's in a thrift store in
Racine WI for $4.00 and for many
years I thought I owned the only
known Drueke Race Track. I know
that Cec (the Mayor of Druekeville)
didn't have one, because for years
he alternated between piteous
pleading and his own infectious
sense of humor, in an attempt to convince me to sell it to him. Finally, during dinner at the
Portland convention in 2014 (and following several martinis) I made him an offer that he didn't
refuse. This was also Larry Snow's first convention; he initially attended as a guest, joined
during the convention, and departed having volunteered to host the 2016
convention! Sometime in early 2015 I had a flight that included a long layover in Denver. Larry
very graciously offered to meet me for lunch in the terminal, during which time we played
several games and exchanged collecting stories. I, of course, told my Race Track story and
when I finished, Larry said, "Oh, I've got two of those...I'll send you one!" So, I guess this one is
my # 2 All-Time Favorite Board
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Larry Snow
My most prized board is a 2P/TA metal top on a burled walnut veneer base with a pull-out
drawer for pegs and 2 decks of playing cards. The metal top is cast bronze with intricate
geometric Art Deco patterns in the field between the D-5 tracks and dividing the D-5's. The
finials at each end are an entirely design motif: floral patterns, 2 birds nesting amid branches,
laurel outlining one field, a hammered serpentine vine outlining the other.
The bronze casting is so elaborate, that when I bought
it, I was 99% certain the board was a Tiffany. But
there is no maker's mark. There is, however, a pair of
initials in Spencerian script at the base of one of the
finials: JC. Those initials led me to research another
famous jeweler of the Tiffany era: Cartier. Jacquez
Cartier (JC ?) opened and ran the London branch for
the Cartier family from 1909 until his death in 1942.
Cartier was famous for incorporating East Indian
(floral) designs in its products including adorning
them with precious stones. Armed with that
knowledge, I took a closer look at the metal casting.
Sure enough, there are at least three cavities where
precious stones might have been set by jewelers back
in the day.
Could this be a Cartier prototype that was so costly it
was never mass-produced? A birthday/anniversary
gift for the boss? There are no pegs and it appears
that the board (casting burrs in a few of its peg holes)
was never played. The Waddington "British Made"
and the Dondorf "Frankfurt" c 1906 card decks were
played.
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Robert Stricker - I made both boards.

The first is Brazilian Rosewood. It measures 19" x 8" x 3/4". Three player with game
counters. Store bought pegs.

Number two is walnut. It measures 12" x 41/4" x 2". The drawer has felt lined pockets, one for
a deck of cards and the other for the pegs. The pegs I turned from 3/16" hex shaped
brass. They are 7/8" long with a 3/8" x 1/8" shaft for the holes. I saw a board similar to this in a
catalog. I attempted to order it but was told it was no longer available; so, I did the next best
thing and made my own.
Elinor Lamb

Here is my favorite
cribbage board. A
souvenir of
Oberammergau,
Germany. Truly a hand –
crafted work of art. Many
carving artists in this
locality. I purchased this
before I was a member of CBCS, because I’m a woodcarver and love to play cribbage (even
when your wife skunks me!). The board is carved roses with a slide drawer on the end that
holds hand carved pegs.
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(Betz) Betty Lou Bradshaw
It’s a jewel in a plain jane wrapper. That’s how I describe
my favorite cribbage board. I don’t know much of the
history of the board except that it was one of Bette Bemis’
boards. That alone makes it a special board, but who
would have guessed that she and I have the same initials?
“BLB”. Does anyone out there know what the “L” on
Bette’s board stands for? It would make things even more
complete if her middle name was “Lou”, as mine is. I
acquired this board at the Branson convention. It was on
the bid table and I won the bid after standing guard over
it and fending off any potential competitors. It’s my
jewel!

Joe Wheeler
This is one of my favorite cribbage boards
for multiple reasons: One, it is a board
made in my local area (Ethel, WA). Two, it
was one of the first boards I spent
significant money to buy, so it marked a
step up in my commitment to Cribbage
board collecting. Finally, it was one of the
first boards where I did major restoration.
I created one new inlay on the top, a
replacement foot and two additional
inlays on the bottom. This tested a lot of
my restoration skills, from fashioning pieces out of bone to matching patinas. I feel a great
sense of satisfaction when I pull out this board and play on it. It draws on all the aspects of
Cribbage collecting for me: history, craftsmanship and ownership.
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Randall Corey

Here is my most precious board. It was a Christmas present from my 14-year-old son some 30
years ago. He used a piece of birch from the firewood pile and to not spoil the surprise to me he
was chiseling, drilling and blow torching under a street light the evenings before Christmas. He
made good use of the two knots. One with my initials and the other to hold the pegs. The board
is extra special to me now since he passed away about a year ago.
Butch and Jean Hansen
This butterfly cribbage board was
purchased for our collection in
remembrance of our daughter
Sarah. The butterfly is symbolic of
her resurrection and heavenly birth.
Sarah was a vibrant person filled
with energy, compassion, joy, and
laughter. She loved her Lord and
served His people as a pastor. She
adored her three children and delighted in parenting. She filled our lives with joy. She died
suddenly in August 2016 of a brain aneurysm and life for all of us was forever changed.
Sarah loved competition and cribbage was her favorite game. She played cribbage from a very
young age and delighted in beating her father, her Uncle Keith and anyone else playing against
her.
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Keith Dwire
This is a difficult decision,
but the winner is:
Cribbage Coffee Table.
This one wins for a couple
of reasons.
1) It was designed by our
friend, Ed McLaughlin,
2) It is embedded with
boards from our founder,
Bette Bemis.

Cec Bradshaw
This was a tough decision for me. Since my collection began several years ago totally focused on
Drueke cribbage boards, I selected these two boards.
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The one on the left is the model 1977, Club Cribbage Master. It is a three track once around. It is
one of the larger boards which makes it extremely easy to play on and this is the board that Betz
and I use every day for our games.
The board on the right is a Drueke model 1962. This is a 4 track once around. You will notice at
the top right of the picture is the original receipt for this board “From the Desk of Rose Drueke”,
dated 12/11/61. The receipt is made out to Mrs. B. E. Tudor of Goose Creek, South Carolina in
the amount of $19.70. Rose is the sister of our member Bill Drueke III.
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2018 CONVENTION
September 20 and 21
Crowne Plaza Milwaukee Airport
6401 South 13th Street, Milwaukee | Wisconsin |
1-414-764-5300

This year, we are combining our convention with the ACC Grand National 37 tournament. A
great venue to display the best of your collection. There will be about 400 cribbage players.
Come greet old friends, meet new ones & play a few rounds of Crib—make that tournaments—
and show off our acquisitions: the good, the bad, and the outright ugly. This year there is an
“Ask the Experts” session on Friday afternoon, following the second half of the CBCS
tournament. The goal of this event is to introduce ACC members to CBCS, and so we are asking
ACC members to bring their cribbage boards so CBCS experts can advise them on age, value,
material, and so on. Toward that end, we need CBCS members who are experts on various
boards (wood, plastic, metal, LeCount, handmade, and so on) to volunteer for this event
Hosts, Dan & Joyce Betz, have secured accommodations just before the ACC Grand National 37.
At a special block rate of $99 per night. Your rate includes complimentary shuttle service from
and to the Airport, as well as, complimentary self-parking.
Registration fee is ($125 for primary member; $75 for associate member) which includes the
convention, presentations, banquet, and commemorative cribbage board. You should make
your hotel reservations now instead of waiting until summer. There will be an overflow hotel so
that everyone is guaranteed of getting a room at the cribbage rate, but if you wait too long
then you may not be staying in the same hotel as the ACC meetings. Make your plans now.
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To make a reservation, call 414.764.5300
(use code “ACC Grand National”) or go
online to bit.ly/gn2018hotel (enter group code “AGN”).

Official 2018 CBCS
Convention Registration
Name(s): ____________________________________________________________________ Member # _____________________

Address: __________________________________________________ City: ____________________ State: ___________________
Zip code: __________ Phone: __________________________ Email: __________________________________________________
Convention Member Fee

Convention Associate Fee

$125.00

Membership Dues (Due May 1)

Total Enclosed:

__________

(Spouse or regular member living at same address)

2018 Convention Board Only

Associate member Dues

75.00

__________

$125.00

$10.00/year
$5.00/year

__________

__________

__________

$ _________

Complete and send form below to

Jim Herzog, Treasurer, 20068 Herzog Drive, Rockwood, MI 48173
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