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The CBCS conventions are just plain “fun”. Over the years we have all met great people that share
a common interest – CRIBBAGE! We love to play, we love to collect, and we love to share what
we have learned about some of our special boards. What a bond we have formed over the years.
We anticipate and look forward to making more memories and adding new members to join in
that bond.
Another reason to attend a convention is the opportunity to “experience” a place that we may
not have not visited previously. Even though every location has it’s own special features, Grand
Rapids is one that really is a “must”. Our convention hotel is located 2 blocks from the vibrant
downtown area and is only 1 block from the Grand River. We have periods of downtime between
the organized events of the convention and this location offers easy access to several beautiful
attractions of the city.
During one of those downtimes, imagine walking a block over to
the Ah-Nab-Awen Park located just across the street from our hotel
in front of the Gerald R. Ford presidential museum and on the edge
of the Grand River. It‘s a tranquil, beautiful, and breathtaking
location.

1|Page

Along the edge of the river is the Riverwalk. This is a paved
and smooth walkway along the river, going under some
really cool bridges, and right across from the downtown
cityscape.
Grand Rapids, over several years, has become a truly
beautiful cosmopolitan city. It is a destination medical
center, both for research as well as health care. Michigan
Avenue is known as the “Medical Mile”.
For those that wish to participate, we have arranged a private tour of the marvelously restored
Meyer May Frank Lloyd Wright prairie house on Thursday afternoon.

There are so many attractions in this area that will appeal to anyone’s taste. Museums, Art
Galleries, the Meijer Gardens and Sculpture Park, the zoo, or just enjoy strolling along the river
or the very walkable downtown Grand Rapids. There is a listing of many specific attractions
following.
Several of you attended the 2011 convention in Grand Haven, Michigan located on the shores of
Lake Michigan. Our location this year is only a 30 minute drive there if someone wanted to revisit
that experience. Muskegon is only a 40 minute drive and is located on Lake Michigan where you
might want to tour the LST 393, a WWII troop landing ship.
Be sure to register soon. Our reduced room rates are only good through August 29! The
Registration form is the last page.
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September 15 and 16, 2017
Convention Hosts:
Dan and Joyce Betz, Sandy Nieuwenhuis, Cec and Betz Bradshaw

Welcome to Holiday Inn Grand Rapids Downtown
ROOM RESERVATIONS: Guests may call into the hotel directly at 616.235.7611 in order to
reserve their own guestrooms on or before August 29, 2017. Guests should refer to “CRIBBAGE
BOARD COLLECTORS SOCIETY” when making their reservation to insure they get the proper
discounted group rate.
GUARANTEED GROUP GUEST ROOM RATE - $129.00/night, Standard Double/Double
Rates are based on single-quad occupancy. All guest room rates are subject to local and
occupancy tax in effect on the date of arrival, currently 15%.
Rate will be available (1) day pre and (1) day post contracted dates.
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ATTRACTIONS:
• ArtPrize: For 19 days each fall, three square miles of downtown Grand Rapids become an open
canvas. Art from around the world pops up in every inch of downtown, and it’s all free and open
to the public.
• LaughFest: 10-day festival of stand-up comedy, improv, live shows, films, authors, community
showcases and a variety of other seriously funny stuff. All proceeds will benefit the cancer, grief
and support programs offered through Gilda's Club Grand Rapids.
• Gerald R. Ford Presidential Museum: Gerald Ford, the 38th President of the United States
wasn't born in Grand Rapids - but he was raised here and represented the city in the U.S. House
of Representatives from 1949-1973. The President and Mrs. Ford are buried on the grounds of
the Museum.
• Frederik Meijer Gardens & Sculpture Park: Michigan's second most popular tourist attraction
... one of the world's 100 most visited art museums ... one of the Top 30 Must-See Museums on
the planet. Combination of a sculpture park and botanical garden.
• Grand Rapids Art Museum (GRAM): Collections range from Renaissance to Modern Art, with a
special focus on 19th and 20th century European and American art.
• Grand Rapids Public Museum: Founded in 1845, the Grand Rapids Public Museum is among the
oldest history museums in the United States.
• Heritage Hill Historic District: One of the nation's top old-house neighborhoods is just a fiveminute walk from downtown Grand Rapids. Heritage Hill boasts Michigan's largest and finest
collection of 19th and early 20th century houses. Nearly every style of American architecture,
from Greek Revival to Prairie, is represented in the 1,300 buildings that date back to 1844.
• Frank Lloyd Wright Meyer May House: Presented by Steelcase, as a meticulous restoration
complete with original furnishings and faithfully executed reproductions, the Meyer May House
provides the rare opportunity to experience a Prairie house exactly as Frank Lloyd Wright
intended.
• Grand Rapids Children's Museum: The Children's Museum is located in downtown Grand
Rapids, just a short walk from hotels. Eighteen permanent exhibits include Aunt Daisy's Farm,
Mom & Pop Store,Treehouse, Giant Lite Brite, Wee Discover, Wee Bank, Puppet Stage, Buzzy
Buzzy Bees and Bubbles, Bubbles, Bubbles!
• Urban Institute of Contemporary Art (UICA): UICA features gallery exhibitions of work from
regional, national and international artists throughout the year. UICA also hosts a range of
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dynamic events including concerts, performance art, artist receptions, gallery talks, and movies
screenings.
• John Ball Zoo: This classic urban zoo is located two miles west of downtown Grand Rapids. John
Ball Zoo is home to more than 1,100 animals from five continents.
• Robinette's Apple Haus: Century-old family farm offers apples and other fresh fruits in season,
plus a cider mill, wine tasting, bakery, lunch counter, dining area, hayrides, mountain bike trails
and more.
• Blandford Nature Center: Your premier nature getaway! 143 acres of woods, streams and
meadows, 4 miles of trails open dawn to dusk daily.
• Downtown Market Grand Rapids: With 24 retail shops and 25,000 sq. ft. of market space,
Downtown Market offers something to satisfy every appetite. It's the first LEED-certified market
in the country.
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
2017 CBCS Convention Agenda
Thursday, September 14
3:00 – 5:00

Tour the restored Meyer May’s Frank Lloyd Wright’s “Prairie House”

6:00

Dinner for those that are checked in and wish to – (pay your own way)

Friday, September 15
9:00 – 12:00 Show and Tell / Presentations
Dan Betz – Interactive discussion on determining wood species
12:00 – 1:30 Lunch on your own
1:30 – 4:30

Cribbage Tournaments

6:00

Group dinner for those that wish to – (pay your own way)

Saturday, September 16
9:00 – 12:00 Show and Tell / Presentations
Bill Drueke – Life as an employee of the Drueke Game Company
12:00 – 1:30 Lunch on your own
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1:30 – 3:00

Public Open House

1:30 – 4:30

Cribbage Tournaments

6:00 – 9:00

Banquet – Included in registration fee
Presentations of awards
Presentation of commemorative cribbage board

Other;
Keith Dwire will moderate the Most Desirable, Most Unusual, and Ugliest cribbage board
Contests
Jim Herzog will moderate the Silent Auction (Ends Saturday at 3:00)
George Catt will moderate the Cribbage Tournament (13 games) 1st place, 2nd place, 3rd place,
and most skunked awards
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

ACC Cribbage Board of the Month – Jay Fulwider, January 2017
My column for this month includes both ACC and cribbage board history. The featured
cribbage board (Joe Nelson’s tombstone) is probably the most unusual board I have ever seen.
Most of the background on this story was sent to me by ACC member Kathleen Hahn,
Secretary/Treasurer of Grass Roots Club #62 of Roseburg, OR. Kathleen is also a genealogist
and spent many hours researching for this article. I want to note that she provided me with
many pages of information on Joe Nelson, but I will limit this to his impact on the ACC and
cribbage boards.
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I do not know when Joe first joined the ACC, but I do know that in 1978, while managing a bar
in Prineville, OR, he organized a cribbage tournament. He was not able to find any suitable
trophy boards, so he made them himself. That was the start of his cribbage board making
business and it eventually turned into the Vandercraft Co. and a full - time occupation.
Following Joe’s death in 1996, his company remained in business and has evolved into the
current Birchwood Display Co. in Prineville.
In 1982, Joe hosted the first of many Oregon Cribbage Championships in Prineville. He always
provided his beautiful boards for trophies. In 1989, Joe hosted Grand National VIII in Prineville.
A (then) record 442 cribbage players showed up to play in a County Fair barn with a dirt floor.
Joe was instrumental in helping to make the Pacific Northwest a hot bed of cribbage.
Joe’s most common hand - crafted boards were oval, once around, two track high gloss finish
wooden boards. You could order from over 50 boards with colorful scenes of animals or
landscapes. Go to the ACC website www.cribbage.org, click on “Cribbage World”, go to
archives for June 1984 ( page 12) and check out Joe’s ad for boards. In later years, as owner of
Vandercraft, Joe made many other types of trophy boards, like the State of Washington board
in the photo.

In the Dec. 2015 issue of Cribbage World, I did an article on Mickey Griffin and the ACC’s effort
to raise money to send cribbage boards to our troops during Operation Desert Storm in 1990.
As I learned from Kathleen’s research, Joe Nelson and Vandercraft made the boards for $5
each. Again, go to www.cribbage.org and click on CW and go to the archives for a Dec. 1990
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article (page 2) on the Desert Storm boards. You can also check out my article Dec. 2015 (page
16).
Joe died Aug. 27, 1996. His “In Memoriam” article is in the Cribbage World Oct. 1996 (page 14).
There is also an article on Joe in the April 1994 CW (page 9).
I want to again thank Kathleen for providing me with so much information on Joe. She also sent
the photo of Joe’s gravestone that she discovered on the free website Find-A- Grave.com. I
should also note that Kathleen and her husband Jerry first met Joe in 1992 at a tournament in
Prineville. Over the years, they have won many of Joe’s Vandercraft trophy boards. They have
even won a few of the Birchwood Co. boards.
Finally, thank you Joe Nelson for all you did for the ACC, cribbage in the Northwest and your
wonderful cribbage boards. I hope one day to visit Joe’s final and biggest board at the Juniper
Haven Cemetery in Prineville.
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
Memory
As we approach the convention in Grand Rapids next month, we are saddened that two of our
most faithful participants will not be with us this year. We will miss both Wilson Gartner and
Getrude Cousins – Willer who passed away this year. They were two very special people and
contributed to the success of our society in different and unique ways, but both certainly were
passionate about cribbage and loved people.
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2017 CBCS Convention Registration – Grand Rapids, Michigan
Complete and send your Convention Registration form below to
Jim Herzog, Treasurer, 20068 Herzog Drive, Rockwood, MI 48173.

Name(s): ____________________________________________________________________

Address: __________________________________ City: ____________________ State: ___

Zip code: __________ Phone: ___________________________________________________

Email: ______________________________________________________________________

Convention Member Fee

$100.00

__________

50.00

__________

2017 Convention Board Only

$100.00

__________

Membership Dues (Due May 1)

$10.00/year

__________

Associate member Dues

$5.00/year

__________

Convention Associate Fee
(Spouse or regular member living at same address)

Total Enclosed:

Please check here if you would like to participate in the tour of Frank Lloyd
Wright’s Meyer May Prairie House restoration on Thursday afternoon.
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$ _________

