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Message from the president - Ed McLaughlin 

Hello Fellow Cribbage Board Collectors: Just wanted to reiterate how great the Branson 

Convention was.  Everyone enjoyed being with fellow collectors. Thanks to all who participated 

in setting up this fine convention.   Several members took home some prized Bette Bemis Boards 

making our load a little lighter.  Thank you for that!   

The sale of Bette’s and Dave’s boards is still in progress and plugging along.  Check out the seller 

“bemisscholarship” on EBAY and help us out by bidding on some boards.  The CBCS Board voted 

to provide a $2,000 scholarship for two nursing students a year until the funds are depleted.  We 

are working on the details. 

Dave Schroeder realized that Tom and Margaret O’Gara had no tombstone after visiting their 

gravesite and no family to provide one.  Tom was a super collector and aided Bette and others in 

research information.  Dave and Gail had visited Tom several times while out east.  Dave has 

purchased a tombstone for the O’Gara’s gravesite.  He would be open to anyone donating to him 

to help with these expenses.  More information following in this newsletter.  

We have several new members – WELCOME!  I think most of them learned about us on EBAY 

while purchasing cribbage boards.  We look forward to meeting them and learning about their 

collections.   Everyone should be planning for their trip to Denver CO area next fall for the 2016 

Convention. 

Keep on Peggin! 

 

Ed McLaughlin, CBCS President  
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News from the 2015 Convention 

Thank you Bernie, Bobbie, Dave, and Gail for 

hosting a wonderful convention in Branson, 

Missouri. The accommodations were great, the 

location was fantastic, and the attendees were 

an awesome group. We had some new members 

there for the first time and a big time 

announcement was made by Dan Betz that he 

and Joyce Dennis, both from Muskegon, MI, are 

getting married. They met at the Muskegon 

Grass Roots club and the wedding date is set 

between ACC tournaments. What an impact 

cribbage has had on their lives! During the 

tournaments on Saturday afternoon, a couple 

came in to see what was happening, walked out 

with a membership application and John Heitz is 

now member number 303. 

Play action was nothing short of enthusiastic. 

The show and tell portions of the convention 

continue to astound us with all the variations in cribbage boards, the stories behind them, and 

the amount of research that has gone into the presentations. Will the stories ever become 

redundant? I would only guess that they will continue to get better. For those that did not attend 

2015 Convention Attendees  

Branson, Missouri 
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this convention, you really need to plan on getting out to Denver next year with the rest of us. 

Larry Snow, will be hosting the 2016 convention in beautiful Denver, Colorado. 

As in any convention, there are so called winners, but there really is not a category called “losers”. 

Well almost – Harlow Hansen tried to create the category by racking up the most times being 

skunked. To make up for it, however, he did win the prize for the most desirable board. 

 

The Convention Board is made of beautifully polished aluminum 

and is 8 ¾ inches square with rounded corners. Play begins 

toward the center of a 71/4 inch diameter circle, with the holes 

beginning very tight together and spacing out as play brings you 

to the finish on the outer side of the circle. It is a 2 player once 

around board with metal pegs. Thank you to our hosts for the 

great idea and another great convention board. 

It is always fun to see what kinds of boards show up for the contest; most desirable, ugliest, and 

most unusual. This year was no different. Our contest winners are pictured here.  

 

 

                 The Tourament Winners 

 

 

 

 

Keith Dwire 1st, Joyce Dennis 2nd, Jim Herzog 3rd, George Catt 4th, Harlow Hansen 25th 
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XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

Boards with a Story - Cec Bradshaw #238 

I wanted to showcase some really special boards (Boards with a story) that made their way into 

my collection this past few months. They are boards with a story behind them. (Note: the 

convention attendees heard these stories, but I wanted to share it with all of the CBCS members). 

This board is a gift from my kids 

to Betz and me for our 50th 

wedding anniversary this 

February. It is made of African 

mahogany and is inscribed with 

our wedding date, Mom and 

Dad, and 50 years in gold inlay. In 

addition, the pegs are gold 

plated and the cards are gold 

leaf. The kids know we love 

cribbage and felt this would be a 

very special gift for a very special 

occasion. You know what – it 

was! 

Thank you Joel, Jeff, and Jennifer 

Most Desireable 

“Loon” 

Harlow Hansen 

Most Unusual 

“Tortoise Shell” 

Wilson Gartner 

Ugliest 

“Hedgehog” (HA) 

Ed MacLauglin 
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There is a very exclusive cribbage club in Grand Rapids, Michigan. It is called the Grand Rapids 

Cribbage Club. There are only 16 members – maximum. 

You may be on a waiting list for your chance to become 

a member when a slot opens up. This club celebrated 

their 100th anniversary this April. To celebrate the 

occasion they held a very nice banquet in a great 

setting. The public had been invited to attend after 

dinner and hear about century old cribbage boards. 

Many people came in at that time. After the meal, a 

county commissioner and a city commissioner each 

read a proclamation to the club. Then I was introduced as the guest speaker to make a 

presentation of a cribbage board collection. I talked about and showed 30 of the boards from my 

collection. Betz and I had the pleasure of the company of this club for both the meal and the 

social time after my presentation.  This board was given to me as an honorarium for the evening. 

Now, here is the really interesting part of the story. When I began my collecting several years 

ago, my focus was exclusively Drueke cribbage boards. My Drueke collection is very complete 

and is only missing a very few of the known model numbers. That was the first part of my 

presentation to the club. Before moving on to some other boards, I told the group that there was 

a third generation Drueke. I had called and emailed him to find out more about the company, but 

he would not return my calls. Then I told the group he was trying to get back into the cribbage 

board business, but I would certainly not buy one! After showing the rest of my boards and telling 

my story, I asked if there were any questions or comments. A 

gentleman sitting in the back of the room stood up and said “I will 

talk to you now, I am Bill Drueke III. What a moment – I was stunned, 

the audience broke out in laughter and that is how I met the third 

generation of the Drueke’s.  

Since then Bill and I have become friends, have met a number of 

times and he is definitely back in the business. We have shared a lot 

of stories about the William F. Drueke Game Company, my 

collection, and now the new Drueke Game Company. This special 

board, pictured to the left, is called the Founders Board, Model 

number 2015. It was designed by Bill Drueke III and introduced to 

honor the work previous members of the Drueke family had done. It is much like the Model 1950 

Cribbage Master. I am the first to purchase this board, but others have since followed. It is a really 

nice board, available in walnut, and it certainly has a story behind it. 
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Bill and I talked about what 

kind of other board might 

make a good entry into the 

cribbage board market. The 

characteristics of the board 

would be one that was 

unique in design, easy to 

play on, aesthetically 

pleasing, and one that you 

would just want to have in 

your home. Those 

characteristics became the 

genesis for this special 

“Limited Edition” board. The 

tracks form “29”, the perfect 

hand. Unlike most 29 boards, this one is available either in rich cherry or walnut. It is a three track 

once around board. The model number is J555 5. I have the very first prototype board pictured 

here on the left in walnut, which I showed at the Branson convention. The second picture on the 

right, in cherry, reflects the changes that have been made for production of the limited edition. 

There will only be 50 of these boards produced. Along with the board will be a certificate of 

authenticity and Bill will autograph each board. Several were purchased by attendees of the 

convention, but more are available. If you are interested in purchasing either of these cribbage 

boards or a beautiful Drueke Game chess board, check out his website; www.druekegames.net, 

or you email him at bdrueke@tds.net 

By the way, Bill is now CBCS member number 300. Welcome Bill! 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

RESEARCH BEFORE THE INTERNET… 

I happened to run across a 1970 copy of Spinning Wheel antique-collecting magazine with this article 

about cribbage boards.  With no internet, Mr. Lunde was limited to describing what the boards looked like 

(note that in the picture in the middle of the second page the middle board [folded board] and bottom 

[what we now know to be an H. B. Dennison box] are switched). 

Also, due to Mr. Lunde’s diligence in contacting the Cortland County, N.Y., Historical Society has led to 

more information about the Cortland Specialty hedgehog board (see photo, page 1) that we knew before.  

This is the kind of research Bette did, and I’m still in awe of her skills. 

http://www.druekegames.net/
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Terry Coons 
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A note of correspondence from our LE COUNT Guru, Peter Leach. Thought you might be interested and 

even have an idea as to how this came about. 

Hi Terry - I've been in touch with Bill Thomas...after he emailed you, he came across the following on 

Collectors Corner (I've been unable to find the site).  The board is a "LE COUNT" NO. 1 (as are his), but the 

label on the box says NO. 0???  The type faces are identical to all of the other labels I've seen...printer's 

proof?  Printing error? PL   

 

 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

Reflections on Tom O’Gara 

In the August newsletter we wrote an article about one of our members that passed away. Since 

that newsletter, we have received notes regarding Tom and thought they should be shared with 

the rest of the society. 

Tom was as avid a collector as I can recall and I have known many other collectors (well beyond 

cribbage boards). He was in invaluable resource to me as I accumulated boards from all ends of 

the earth. I often contacted Tom (by email and by phone) to discuss bidding strategies and the 



 

10 | P a g e  
 

histories on some of the boards in which I was interested. Tom was very patient with me and 

continued to discuss each for as long as I wanted. He and I exchanged a lot of pictures of our 

respective collections and shared how to store and mount the boards to show them effectively. 

He certainly deserves the title of Super Collector! He will be missed. 

Theodore L. Mullett 

He was extraordinary.  When I joined in 1998? Out of the blue he sent me about thirty color 

prints of his collection, his ideas for classifying boards, and offers to help me make a serious 

collection out of mine.  I considered him an instant friend I'd never met or even known of.  I not 

only miss Tom, I miss knowing people like Tom. 

Scott Schneberger #146 

He will be missed, no, he IS missed. It is a major shame that we didn't know about his last days. 
He left no family since his wife preceeded him and she was the only family that Tom had. 

Wilson Gartner #91 

In the August newsletter, a memoriam was printed about 
Tom O’Gara.   That apparently was generated from 
someone in the group finding an obituary about him.   I had 
looked a couple years ago and could not find one 
anywhere.   Anyway, in this obituary was the name of the 
cemetery in which his ashes are buried. When contacting 
the cemetery, their records indicate no family and also that 
no grave marker was in place.   Since there was no family 
of record, I would be allowed to have one placed there.  His 
wife, Maggie, also died the same year and her ashes are 
there with his in a 2 ft. by 1 ft. plot.   

The thought of Tom O’Gara not having a simple grave 

marker on into eternity just didn’t seem quite right, and 

since I had them on the phone and they were willing to 

allow me to put one there I took advantage of it and 

ordered one.  Because of size restrictions I could not get a cribbage board on it, only their names 

and life-span dates.  

Rather than take the honor of this one final tribute to him all to myself, I felt that there were 

others in CBCS that felt a kinship to him as much as I do, so if any of you want to contribute to 

the cost of his marker, Feel free to do so. 

Ed and I have discussed this, so if you want, send a check to me marked “O’Gara”. No record will 

be kept; we can all just say we did it for him. Mail your contributions to Dave Schroeder at 176 
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Tanner Road, Branson, MO 65616.  Thanks for helping me pay one last tribute to him and all he 

has done for cribbage collecting. If more than the cost of the marker is donated, the excess will 

go into Bette’s Scholarship fund. I will put an additional note in next quarter's newsletter of the 

results-final figures only. 

 Dave Schroeder    

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

Do you know where I can find one?? 

I have been looking for the following GH Cook cribbage boards to complete my collection:  

GC1-0350: Walruses and GC 1-0750: Grizzly Bear with Cubs. Wonder if any members might have, or if they 

might know someone who would be willing to sell these. 

Raul Estela, member #301 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

If any of you have a story surrounding your collecting adventures or your collection, please 

forward them to Cecil Bradshaw, #238 (Newsletter editor). We would love to include them in the 

newsletter for other collectors to share in your experiences. 

Cec Bradshaw (www.impactmgt@charter.net) 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

Welcome new CBCS members 

#296 -Dean Bauman, Newport Oregon 

#297 – Becky Fredrickson, Stewartville, Minnesota 

#298 - Carol James, San Francisco, California 

#299 - Randal Graves, Colleyville, Texas 

#300 – William (Bill) Drueke III, - Dutton, Michigan 

#301 - Raul and Linda Estela, Selah, Washington 

#302 - Keith Decker, Garland, Texas 

#303 - John Heitz, Springfield, Missouri 

#304 - Joyce Dennis, Muskegon, Michigan 

http://www.impactmgt@charter.net

