Volume 26

Number 1

Founded in 1991

Our Twenty-Sixth Year

February 2016

Message from the president - Ed McLaughlin
Hello CBCS Members and Friends,
Welcome to our New Members! We hope to meet many of you at the 2016 Convention. I know
that you will enjoy our group and learn more about cribbage boards. Isn’t it amazing that there
are so many different cribbage boards!
Already looking forward to the September 16 & 17, 2016 CBCS Convention near Denver CO. Larry
Snow, our host, is diligently working on a fun time for all. Ironically the 17th Convention is on
Sep 17th! Look for more information in this newsletter and on the website
The Bette Bemis Scholarship EBAY Sales have ended with a hefty sum for nursing scholarships –
over $14,000. Another collection is to be liquidated possibility associated with the Denver
convention. More information to follow.
We’re hoping winter will be over soon. Wishing you all the best in this New Year 2016.
Keep on Peggin’
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
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2016 CBCS CONVENTION
All a—board! Destination Denver, as in Colorado

Time to mark your calendars and make your reservations for CBCS’s 2016 convention. Come
September 16th and 17th, we’ll gather at the Hilton Doubletree in Denver’s Stapleton
neighborhood to greet old friends, meet new ones, play a few rounds of Crib—make that
tournaments—and show off our acquisitions: the good, the bad, and the outright ugly.
Host, Larry Snow (#292), has secured a special block rate of $109 per night including a single
breakfast buffet at the hotel’s Ambrose Grill (additional buffets for the deeply discounted rate
of $10 per person). Your rate includes complimentary scheduled shuttle service from and to
Denver International Airport, as well as, nearby Northfield Center for shopping and additional
fine and casual dining. Complimentary self-parking and 24-hour business center, too.
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Consider vacationing while in Denver as the negotiated Hilton Doubletree’s block rates are
good three days ahead of and three days following the convention when you make your
reservations. But make those reservations early as Denver hotels have one of the highest
booking averages in the country. In other words: if you snooze, you will truly lose! Use the link
below to make that reservation now.
Those coming to Denver by car or train will likely be passing through the flatlands of Kansas on
their way to the town once known as the Queen City of the Plains. But before spotting what we
now call the Mile High City, the Rocky Mountain Front Range will be seen looming nearly two
miles above Denver and its suburbs. Those traveling by plane, will observe that urban sprawl
from an aerial perspective, 130 miles of it, from Fort Collins to Colorado Springs. And they will
be arriving at Denver International Airport (4th busiest in the country) with its unique hightensile strength fabric roof reminiscent of teepees that once dotted the encampment in the
city’s birthplace at the confluence of Cherry Creek and the South Platte River.
RTD Denver’s new commuter rail begins service from DIA in March of this year with a stop
nearby our Doubletree hotel, before continuing on to Denver’s newly revitalized Union Station
(see photo at heading). RTD’s light rail transit (in town) system picks up at the same stop and in
addition to other stops along the way, the light rail will also transport riders to the Union
Station hub in the heart of Denver’s historic LoDo, a mecca for boutique shopping, fine dining,
micro-breweries, sports bars, sports and entertainment (Coors Field and Pepsi Center).
On your list of things to see and do in Denver, consider the Natural History Museum or the
Denver Zoo, both 4 miles from the hotel. Coors Field, home of the Denver Rockies, 5 miles
away. The Denver Art Museum, designed by world-renowned architect Daniel Libeskind, 6 miles
distance. Denver’s Botanical Gardens, also 6 miles, as is the City Center with its gold-domed
state capitol building.
While downtown, you might want to take in a play at the Denver Center for Preforming Arts.
Considering a concert? A trip 20 miles further to Red Rocks Natural Amphitheater in the
foothills above the historic town of Morrison. For those who enjoy gaming of a more monetary
bent, the historic towns of Black Hawk and Central City are another 15 or so miles. Where
miners long ago sought silver and gold, gambling is legal and slot machines, Black Jack and
Poker tables now abound. But gaming isn’t the only gold glittering in them there hills; come
mid-to-late September aspen trees begin gilding mountainsides in their finest yellow hues.
Whether to vacation or simply convene with fellow cribbage board collectors, please consider
coming to this year’s convention. It promises, as always, to be remarkable and our gathering
will be that much more remarkable with you there!
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To make your reservation for the 2016 CBCS convention on September 16th and 17th
Phone: 1-800-HILTONS give reservations clerk our three letter group code CRI
Computer: Cribbage Board Collectors Society Convention 2016
Looking forward to hosting you in Denver, Larry Snow (#292)

Need Another Reason to Come to the Convention? The Marv Maxell Collection
When member Marv Maxell passed, he left his collection of ~1300 boards to the CBCS. The
collection will be sorted by me and Peter Leach and will be available at the 2016 Denver
Convention. Prime pieces will be placed in the silent auction and “interesting” pieces will be
available in “pay what its worth to you” boxes. Terry (#187)
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
GET ON BOARD!
Today, hardly anyone remembers the poetry of Sir John Suckling, a minor 17th-century English
author. In Brief Lives, a gossipy collection of biographical sketches, John Aubrey describes
Suckling as “the greatest gallant of his time, and the greatest gamester.” He also mentions that
the profligate poet invented the card game cribbage.
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That’s right: cribbage. Even if you haven’t played in years, you probably still recognize the
cribbage board. Whether it’s a simple block of wood or a chunk of plastic, rectangular or curiously
shaped, the cribbage board is an eye-catching object.
Experts admit that players could just as easily keep score with a pencil and paper—and yet
Suckling’s board has endured for roughly 400 years. We think it’s because they’re just so darn
cool, and plenty of people agree with us.
In fact, some folks like cribbage boards so much that they collect them. They even have their own
organization, the Cribbage Board Collectors Society (CBCS), which was founded in 1991. Today,
the CBCS has roughly 200 members, holds an annual convention, and publishes quarterly
newsletter called “Members of the Board. “For beginners who can’t distinguish between a
genuine ebony board and a Bakelite knock-off, Terry Coons is an excellent guide. Coons is the
CBCS’s research director, a task she’s devoted serious time to since retiring from her 25-year stint
as a DNA analyst with the Oregon State Police.
Coons began collecting cribbage boards in 2000 and has amassed 400 boards since then. As she
cheerfully acknowledges, she’s always been a collector. Before cribbage boards, she collected
dice, eggs, and skulls, among other things. What unites it all is the thrill of the hunt.
“When you get knowledgeable about something, “Coons explained by phone, “It’s the rush of
finding something you haven’t seen before, or maybe that you always wanted to find.
“Although Coons learned to play cribbage during summer vacations with her grandparents, what
piques her curiosity now is the cribbage boards themselves. “I’m not that interested in your
standard wood boards, “Coons said, “but if they’re made out of something unusual, if they’re
different, if they’re pretty impressive,
According to Coons, many collectors focus on a particular niche like “advertising” boards. In the
1950s and‘60s, for example, many beer companies made cribbage boards with their brand name
and logo. Collectors who delve further into the past can turn up boards for patent medicines with
quaint names like “Priest’s Indigestion Powder” and “Sour Sick Stomach.
Coons likes cribbage boards as objects, especially when they’re made from interesting materials.
“My niche is plastic,” she said. “So I have Bakelite, celluloid boards made to look like ivory, I have
an abalone board, elephant ivory, whale baleen.”
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GUINNESS SOUVENIR PLASTIC BOARD

DRUPLE SILVER PLATE BOARD, LATE 1800s

ABACUS” STYLE BOARD, PATENTED IN 1885

CARVED IVORY BOARD FROM HONG KONG

She once took two of her boards to appraisers at Antiques Roadshow, who called them the best
cribbage boards they’d seen. (Alas, they never made it onto the air.)
An exquisite, hand-carved ivory board will certainly cost you. Overall, however, collecting
cribbage boards isn’t a terribly expensive hobby. “You don’t have to spend a lot of money, but
you can,” Coons noted. Some collectors limit themselves to what they find at flea markets and
garage sales; others monitor eBay. In her estimation, most of the boards beginning collectors
encounter will range in price from $10 to $15.
But how do you tell whether that cribbage board you’ve carted home from the local yard sale is
a relatively common Drueke board from World War II or a rare, exotic treasure? One way is to
check in with Coons, who welcomes inquiries. Jay Fulwider at the American Cribbage Congress is
also happy to hear from collectors, or you could consult a detailed reference book.
When a person begins to get serious about collecting cribbage boards, it’s time to pony up for a
copy of Bette Bemis’s 1999 book, Cribbage Boards, 1863-1998. Coons called the book an essential
for any serious collector. “OH, yeah. Absolutely,” Coons replied when asked if the book is still
valuable. “And you wouldn’t go off to a convention without your copy,” she added with a chuckle.
Bemis founded the CBCS and mentored many of its current members, including Coons. She was
particularly interested in the historical aspect of collecting cribbage boards and had a certain
knack for turning up hard-to find information. That was no mean feat back in the early 1990s.
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“She was interested in them historically. And that was hard to do in those days, before the
Internet,” Coons said with admiration. Of course, there are collectors and then there are
collectors. Take Peter Leach, a fellow CBCS member. Leach not only has an impressively large
collection, he also wrote definitive pamphlets about collecting both W.C. Horn and C.W. Le Count
Boards. And when the passion for collecting cribbage boards becomes an obsession, some pursue
the ultimate board. “One that is the Holy Grail of cribbage boards is the John Gill,” Coons said.
“It’s from the 1800s; it’s made of cast-iron; and it’s what is called a hedgehog board. “The board
got its moniker because it uses pins that are pulled up to keep score rather than the typical pins
that are placed in holes.
Perhaps the best thing about collecting cribbage boards is just how friendly and sociable fellow
collectors are. They exchange tips, alert friends to potential finds, and enjoy showing off their
collections. In fact, this amiable bunch will be getting together again at the CBCS’s annual
convention, held in Branson, Missouri, this coming September. To learn more about this
fascinating hobby, visit: www.cribbageboardcollectorssociety.orgwww.cribbage.org ■

SPORTY MAGNETIC BOARD, 1950’S

FOSSILIZED WALRUS JAWBONE

THE “HOLY GRAIL” OF CRIBBAGE BOARDS, BY JOHN GILL MFG., PATENTED 1863
Raymond Simon
August 2015

GAMES WORLD OF PUZZLES |

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
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The Traveler’s Pals

Terry Coons, #187

I was inspired by a presentation given by Don St. John at the 2003 Rhode Island Convention about
the Thermometer Corporation of America, which manufactured the Traveler’s Pal cribbage box
with cards, dice and pegs and poker chips. Most, if not all, are Bakelite (hence my interest). In
1962, the company was reorganized as Springfield Greene Industries, Inc. with a subsidiary –
Springfield Games (see below) – which continued to produce it.
I have eight of these boards; there are different colors and the ones with boxes all carry logos of
different companies, even though most are made from the same few molds. I’ve found three
main variations. I’ll start with the most common. I call this Type I. The first two have no boxes;
the white one has no innards:

Type I:

* Molded on bottom: Patent Applied For, Made in USA

* Six fitted pegs

* Molding on underside of lid for streets is a bar for each set of five
* Two large molding holes in bottom

* Art deco parallel lines, center top

Incidentally, the red one is the only one that has a lift-out Bakelite tray holding the chips. Cards
© 1947.
Also Type I, with modifications:

* No patent marking
* One large and three small molding holes on bottom

Springfield Games (see paragraph 1). On both ends of box: No. 7740, Springfield Games Division,
Springfield Industries Inc., Springfield Ohio. Made in U.S.A. Instruction sheet included. The cards
are interesting: ©1947 by W. W. Artzt, may be by artist Richard Bishop and all clubs have been
replaced by green shamrocks!
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Here we have a claim of Victory as the manufacturer, not just distributor. On box end: Victory
Manufacturing Corp., Chicago 12, ILL, #2008. Arrco playing cards.
Type II:

* Only four pegs and molded holders

* One large mold hole on bottom

* Instead of mold bars under the lid, each hole is represented by a circular mold

Arrco playing cards. No indication of maker or distributor on box or board.

Traveler’s Delight by the Plastic Metal Manufacturing Co., Chicago 39, Illinois. “Pat. Pend. Made
in U.S.A.” is in tiny print on front of box. Instruction/advertising sheet enclosed. Note tax stamp
still in place. Unmarked deck includes a “You Always Win with U.S. Savings Bonds” card.
Type III: * The mold bars for holes on underside of lid are back; six pegs are back
* Poker dice are added

* One large mold hole on bottom

* Instead of recessed center, center is raised and has raised gold company name

Arrco Travel Pal with Arrco playing cards. Additional on box ends: Chicago, Illinois. Made in
Hong Kong. #2008. Note that this is the same model # as the Victory set. Full instructions.
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Crisloid Travelers Companion, No. 122.
This is the only board I own still sealed in
the package. I usually hate that, as I like to
know someone has enjoyed playing on my
boards. But it came that way, and this
serves as the box. So I haven’t opened it to
see if there’s more information inside. But the photo on the front is similar to the Arrco. Also
has slot machine dice. Crisloid is located in Rhode Island, “American Made since 1948”.
In summary, several companies lay claim to “manufacturing” this board: Springfield Games,
Victory and the Arrco “Hong Kong”. I suspect several molds with small distinctions were used.
One might think “patent applied for” may predate “patent pending” marks. In fact they are
interchangeable. I haven’t found any further patent info on these. I believe the types are listed
in roughly the order made. The 1947 cards and lack of zip codes place these in the early 50’s. Do
you have any others? terrydna@comcast.net

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

Cribbage Board of the Month (CBCS version)

Terry Coons #187

OK, a little license. Since we publish
quarterly, I’m doing three neat boards at
a time. This one is a two-fer. First, I want
to tell you how mad I am at Joe Wheeler
(#291). This guy finds diamonds in places
I swear I already looked. Gorgeous
rosewood hedgehog with leatherette bottom. Found on eBay for $50.

Antique tortoiseshell board with
lift-off lid for original pegs. Found
on eBay for $25.
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This beauty was shared at the 2015 Convention by Wilson
Gartner (#91). Truly one of a kind.

Do you have something to share? Email me a decent picture
(I can tweak a bit) and you may be a star!
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

September 2015 Cribbage Board of the Month (This article was written by Jay Fulwider for the
ACC September newsletter)
As most ACC members know, I am also a member of the Cribbage Board Collectors Society (CBCS).
I have been collecting boards for about 35 years. My membership in the ACC dates back to 1999.
Thanks to the ACC website, I discovered the CBCS and joined in 2000. Because of the ACC and the
CBCS, you can certainly consider me a cribbage and cribbage board fanatic.
For my article this month, I am feathering a few CBCS commemorative convention boards. The
CBCS has held a convention somewhere around the U.S. every year since 2000. Each year, one of
the sponsoring members designs and makes, or has made, a commemorative board for the
attendees. Only about 20-25 boards are made each year. They are all very unique and rare. I have
featured some of these boards in earlier articles. You can check them out on the ACC website
www.cribbage.org. Click on Cribbage World and check the following dates; July 2012 (pg.25),
December 2013 (pg.16), September 2014 (pg.20) and January 2015 (pg.14).
The CBCS convention this year is being held in Branson, MO.
Previous conventions have been held in Roseville, MN, Omaha, NB, Riverside, CA, Warwick, RI,
Monroe, MI, Portland, OR, Carbondale, IL, Des Moines, IW, Spring Lake, MI, Raleigh, NC, Branson,
MO, and Bloomington, MI.
If you happen to be around the Branson area during our convention, please stop in and visit. You
will meet some wonderful folks and see some cribbage boards far different than the tournament
boards we are used to.
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CBCS members:
As I promised in the November edition of the newsletter I would give the final results of the Tom
O’Gara cemetery monument. I had offered to share the honor of putting the marker on his and
Maggie’s cemetery plot. With the money given including Gail’s and mine it is paid in full.
“REST IN PEACE, TOM AND MAGGIE”
This will be our final act for the CBCS. We did not renew our membership this past May. We
stayed and worked with Bobbi and Bernie on the convention including getting a convention board
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made that we hope is to everyone’s satisfaction. We intended to put in a showing at the
convention and bid you all good-bye but a family situation arose up in Minnesota that called us
away. We are truly sorry we missed that.
We have many fond memories of CBCS and Bette. We joined early on when there was a lot to
be discovered and were instrumental in finding several firsts, most notably the CRACKER BARREL
CRIBBAGE. That held our interest for about 7 years in how cribbage could possibly be played on
that. It even made it into Bette’s book as a potential board at that time. It wasn’t until about
2003 that it was discovered it was nothing but a NINE MAN MORRIS board for four players!
We no longer collect boards and have given away what boards we had. We kept all the
convention boards and at the moment are trying to figure out how to display them on our office
wall. When Ed and Jane were here collecting up Bette’s boards, they graciously offered us any
board or boards of hers we would like to have. At first the answer was “NO” but decided to keep
one that we knew what it was to Bette. That is already displayed in a cabinet.
With that we bid you adieu. Our name is in the Branson phone book; if you are ever in the area,
let’s get together and play a few!!! Thanks for everything.
Dave and Gail Schroeder (084 & 084A)
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
Welcome new CBCS members
#305 David Maciosek
#306 Bill Brown
#307

Dave Aiken
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Official Registration
Complete and send your Convention Registration form below to
Jim Herzog, Treasurer, 20068 Herzog Drive, Rockwood, MI 48173.

Name(s): ____________________________________________________________________

Address: __________________________________ City: ____________________ State: ___

Zip code: __________ Phone: ___________________________________________________

Email: ______________________________________________________________________

Convention Member Fee

$100.00

__________

50.00

__________

2016 Convention Board Only

$100.00

__________

Membership Dues (Due May 1)

$10.00/year

__________

Associate member Dues

$5.00/year

__________

Convention Associate Fee
(Spouse or regular member living at same address)

Total Enclosed:
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$ _________

