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It Takes A Village 

 
You’ve all heard the phrase, “It takes a village to raise a child.” Well, our child is called the 
Cribbage Board Collectors Society, and our September convention is fast approaching, 
Thanks to Cec Bradshaw and Dave Aiken for their good work in planning many details. Dan 
Betz has been suffering from severe back pain with pending surgery, so he asked for relief 
from his coordinating duties, and our village people have stepped up bigtime. We will be 
asking for your help with such things as presentations, and coordination of various projects. 
 
This is a BIG year for us. We welcome many members of the ACC (American Cribbage 
Congress). They hold their annual Grand National Tournament in Milwaukee at the same 
time, the first time we’ve coordinated these two events. Let’s show them some real CBCS 
enthusiasm and hospitality! 
 
I know that Cec and Dave will be sharing many details about Convention 2018 elsewhere in 
this issue. For my part, I will be presiding over my first convention as your president. Ed 
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McLaughlin did a great job for many years, and I am shaking in my boots! As we move 
forward together, I encourage you to offer a lot of encouragement. More importantly, I 
need your input. Our CBCS Board of Directors will be meeting before and during the 
Convention to discuss direction and any issues. Please help us by offering suggestions for 
topics you want us to discuss. This is typically our only face-to-face meeting each year, so it 
is important that we have good conversation. The Board does not dictate what happens, we 
simply discuss ideas to present to all of our members for action at our general meeting 
during the convention. Please email ideas to kwillie@netamumail.com  
 
I have added a few new/old boards to my collection this past year – Dianne would say a few 
too many , and can’t wait to share them with you. I believe I have boards that fit all three 
contest categories – Desirable, Unusual, and downright Ugly. I hope you will offer 
competition – I already know Jim Herzog will be extremely tough in the Ugly Board 
Competition. 
 
MAN, I can’t wait to get to Milwaukee ☺ 
 
Let the play continue, 
Keith Dwire, President 
 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

 

New Members 

 We want to extend a very warm welcome to the following new members of the Cribbage Board 

Collector’s Society 

#321 William Widmer JR. – Wheeling, WV 

#322 Justin Yarosavich – Storm Lake, IA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:kwillie@netamumail.com
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2018 CBCS Convention - Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

September 20 - 21, 2018 

First ever – Cribbage Board Collector’s Society (CBCS) Annual Convention - Held in parallel with 

the American Cribbage Congress (ACC) Grand National XXXVII 

BEER & BREWING 

No one does beer like Milwaukee 

Milwaukee’s unique combination of beer 
history, brewing giant Miller Brewing, and 
modern craft breweries makes it a beer 
destination like no other. Take a brewery 
tour, explore the historic Pabst Mansion, 
see beer made the truly old-fashioned 
way at a living history museum, and so 

much more. Brewing began in Wisconsin before it even became a territory…throughout the 
city, you’ll see (and taste) how beer is part of Milwaukee’s past, present, and future! 

 

Milwaukee is also known for: 

               

Make your reservations now. In this first ever convention experience CBCS, (serious collectors), 
and ACC members (serious players) can co – mingle with each other and add to their vast 
cribbage experiences. Our dates this year, Thursday and Friday, will provide an opportunity for 
us to interact with one another to add to our overall dimensions of convention experiences. 
The agenda on the following page reflects all the activities, by day, for both the CBCS and the 
ACC convention activities. The registration form can be found on the last page of the 
newsletter. Hurry – rooms are filling fast. Make this year’s convention a vacation experience 
with all the things there are to do in Milwaukee, in addition to our normal and wonderful CBCS 
activities. 
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Our Host Hotel is Crowne Plaza Milwaukee Airport 

6401 S 13th St 
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Convention Agenda 

Wednesday  19 6:00 Optional Pre-Convention Dinner 

Thursday 20 8:30  Setup board displays  

9:00 Welcome – Keith Dwire 

9:15 – 11:30 Show & Tell / Presentation 

     Presentation – Jay Fulwider 

   11:30 Group Photograph  

Noon Lunch 

1:30 Cribbage Tournament games 1 - 7 

4:30 Board meeting 

6:00 Optional Dinner Together  

Friday  21 9:00 – 12:00 Cribbage Tournament games 8 - 13  

Noon Lunch 

1:30 – 4:00 Show & Tell / Presentations 

  ACC - Antique Road Show (Cribbage Board Appraisals) 

  Presentation – Cec Bradshaw  

  Presentation – Larry Snow  

   4:00 Pack – board displays 

   6:00 Banquet –  Memorial & Award Presentations 

We will have a continuing board display from 9:00 – 4:30 Daily 

Silent Auction  

“Most-Desirable - Most Unusual - Ugliest” contest  
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An Introduction to Grand National 

by David Aiken 

This year’s CBCS convention will be held in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, on September 20–21 in 
conjunction with the Grand National cribbage tournament sponsored by the American Cribbage 
Congress. The combined convention/tournament will be held at Crowne Plaza Milwaukee 
Airport (6401 S 13th St, Milwaukee WI 53221). The ACC has secured a special rate of $99/night. 

The first thing you should do after reading this article is to make your hotel reservation. There 
will be four hundred ACC members at the tournament, so you cannot wait until September to 
reserve your room. Make your hotel reservation by calling 414.764.5300 (use code “ACC Grand 
National”) or by going online to bit.ly/gn2018hotel (enter group code “AGN”). If the host hotel 
fills up, overflow hotels will be available later in the summer. 

If you fly into the Milwaukee airport (MKE), the hotel provides a free shuttle from the airport; if 
you drive to Milwaukee, there is free parking at the hotel. 

A future CBCS Newsletter will provide more info about our convention, but here is a primer 
about ACC cribbage to whet your appetite for Grand National. 

The Grand National week is all about cribbage. If you love playing cribbage, you can easily get 
your “cribbage fix” in Milwaukee. Twenty-one separate cribbage tournaments, comprising 242 
games of cribbage (plus playoffs for eight of the events), are scheduled between September 14 
and September 23. No one can play all of the events, so here is a summary of cribbage 
opportunities available to CBCS members. 

There are four main tourneys (on September 15, 17, 19, and 22). Each of these events are 
twenty-two games long. If your score is in the top 25% of the field, you qualify for the playoffs. 
Everyone in the playoffs wins prize money; the deeper you go into the playoffs, the higher your 
winnings. A playoff match consists of up to five games, and the winner of the match is the first 
person to win three games. If you win your match you advance to the next round; if you lose 
the match, you collect your prize money and then root for your buddies to win their matches! 

The day following each main tourney are four consolations. These events are nine games long 
and also have playoffs. Consolation playoffs have a best-of-three format. 

The third type of tournaments are called satellites, and scattered over the course of ten days 
are thirteen satellite tourneys. These range in length from seven to twelve games. There are no 
playoffs associated with satellites, but they pay prize money back to the top 25% of the field. 

There are two main differences between CBCS tourneys and ACC tourneys. First is the pace of 
play: ACC tourneys play games in fifteen minutes. Second, you are responsible for counting 
your own hand. All CBCS members are capable of playing fifteen-minute games and counting 
their own hands, but since we don’t typically do these things at CBCS tourneys, I wanted to 
make sure you are aware of these issues. 
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If you are new to ACC-style cribbage, all of this may sound very intimidating. I suggest that you 
dip your toe into the water by playing one of the satellite events or a consolation. These shorter 
events and quite enjoyable and will give you good exposure to ACC-style cribbage. 

More info about each event is detailed on the tournament flyers. Here’s how to find the flyers: 

• go to cribbage.org 

• click on “Schedule/Results” in the left column 

• click on “2018/2019” in the right column 

• scroll down to September 

• click on the links for the four main tourneys: Foundry Open, Lucky Dog Open, Grand National 
Midweek, and Grand National XXXVII 

• the flyers are in the “Tournament Flyer” links in the center of each of these pages 

One final note: you need to sign up for the main tourneys ahead of time (print out the entry 
form and mail it with a check to the address on the flyer), but for consolations and the satellites 
you can pay at the door. 

If you have any questions about Grand National or ACC cribbage, feel free to contact me at 
616.401.8311 or cwed152@gmail.com. I look forward to seeing many CBCS members in 
Milwaukee in September. And I hope you will be adventuresome and try an ACC tourney while 
you are there! 
 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

Below is a link to see some really nice boards you may want to add to your collections 

I have a lot of antique boards that your members may be interested in, I have around 60 fully 

restored pieces and another 100 that need a little tlc, please feel free to have a look or link with 

my website many  

Thanks - Nick Usher. 

www.ushersantiques.co.uk  

There is no postage for the USA but I can soon price this up and maybe we could sort some kind 

of fee for pieces purchased through your website. Many Thanks, Nick. 

 

 

 

http://www.ushersantiques.co.uk/
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Special Board(s) 

Becky Fredrickson 

I have two favorite cribbage boards to share with you all. The first one 

is a very, very special handmade racetrack board. When I say 

handmade, I mean it!  No cribbage board template was used to drill the 

holes in this board, everything was measured out by hand and then 

hand drilled. The edges of the butternut wood board were hand carved. 

The stripes on the tracks were marked with three different colored 

pencils before a quick coat of Deft was applied for a finish. It was 

Thanksgiving 1983 when this board came into my possession. I had just 

gotten engaged to my husband a few weeks before and we were having 

Thanksgiving dinner with his family. His auntie had finished making the 

board that very morning and brought it along to the family get together 

in hopes of getting a game or two with someone that day. And who 

made this board?  It was none other than our very own CBCS member 

and the “skunk queen” of the 2017 CBCS convention tournament, 

Elinor Lamb. I have always loved this board and the lady who made it, 

too!  

The second one is what I call the “Mystery” board. It’s a large 

handmade cribbage board made from knotty pine with some beautiful wood burned etchings of 

pine trees and cattails. Why do I call it the “Mystery” board? About 8 or 9 years ago it 

“mysteriously” showed up in my 6th grade classroom one morning with no note or explanation 

as to who or where it came from.  I left it out on display in my classroom every year and always 

enjoyed seeing it as I had been the coordinator of our local middle school cribbage club for many 

years, but I always wondered where the heck it came from. 
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In the spring of 2015 as I was getting ready to pack up my classroom for the very last time in my 

teaching career, (I retired in June 2015.), a young man just happened to stop by my classroom 

after school one afternoon. He had been a 6th grader in one of my classes a few years back and 

was home from college.  Although he wasn’t a cribbage player he knew I loved cribbage. 

Apparently, his grandpa loved the game of cribbage, too, and had made this board. The student 

had brought it in early to school for me one day when he was in the 6th grade, but I wasn’t in 

my classroom at the time and being a typical 6th grade kid he had neglected to tell me that he 

had brought it in!  Glad he stopped by that spring day so that the “mystery” of the board was 

solved! (Too, bad he didn’t tell me about the board when he was in my 6th grade class. He 

would have earned an easy A+ that day!) 
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Another Coup – Larry Snow 

Here are the pix of the E. C. H. & Co. advertising board I recently picked up online. This is the 
first one I've seen in my fifteen years collecting but my hunch is it's one of a limited production. 
It's a 2P/TA layout on a 11 1/8" x 3 7/8" x 3/8" Maple board. The rather elaborate design with 
the plea: "JUST ONE MORE GAME" on either side, the double-entendre: "WELCOME THE 
COMING" at each end and the Ringed Celtic Cross on each corner appears to have been printed 
on vellum and adhered to the hardwood plank. On the back of the board is a copy of "Rules For 
Playing Cribbage" which must also have been adhered at the factory because the peg holes are 
drilled through. At the bottom of the Rules in fine print is the note "Copyright secured by E. C. 
Hazard & Co., 1880." 

   

 
Collectors of C. W. LeCount boards will recognize those "Rules for 
Playing Cribbage" as they were printed along with a second table: 
"Counting of Hands" on a single page instruction sheet included 
with (presumably all) late 19th century C. W. LeCount cribbage 
boards. (Perhaps the reason more of those instruction sheets are 
not around today is the notice: "PASTE THIS UP" in large typeset 
at the top of the page.) In the field between the Rules and Count 
tables is the "Presented By: C. W. LeCount, Mfr. of Cribbage 
Boards" banner is followed by the credit: "By permission of the 
author, E. C. Hasard." 
E. C. Hasard & Co. would have been well known along the east 
coast in the latter 19th century. Beginning as a street vendor in 
New York City, Edward Clarke Hasard went on to pioneer the 
manufacture and distribution of "fancy groceries" (canned, jarred 
and bottled foods) including a bottle vault in Manhattan and on a 

165 acre site in Shrewsbury, NJ ". . . extensive factories, including handsome offices and one of 
the best-equipped laboratories in the country." At its peak, Hasard & Company was said to have 
generated revenues between $7 and $9 million.* 
An interesting side-note: the Surname "Hasard" has its roots in Old French (latter 12th century) 
where the term hasard, game of chance, was used to denote an inveterate gambler, or a 
foolhardy man prepared to undertake risky enterprises.**  
Telling, eh? 
E. C., born Apr. 4,1831, and C.W., born Feb. 28, 1828, would have been contemporaries, both 
servicing a burgeoning New England market. 
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From Ted Mullet’s collection –( I’m envious  of all those John Gill hedgehogs😊) 
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Official Registration 

Complete and send your 2018 Convention Registration form below to 

Jim Herzog, Treasurer, 20068 Herzog Drive, Rockwood, MI  48173. 

 

 

Name(s): ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address: __________________________________  City: ____________________  State: ___ 

 

Zip code: __________  Phone: ___________________________________________________ 

 

Email: ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Convention Member Fee     $125.00  __________ 

 

Convention Associate Fee     75.00   __________ 

(Spouse or regular member living at same address) 

2018 Convention Board Only                 $125.00              __________ 

 

Membership Dues           $10.00/year  __________ 

 

Associate member Dues            $5.00/year  __________ 

 

Total Enclosed:         $ _________ 


