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Message from the president: 

Domino Cribbage 
 
During our trip to Texas in January, Dianne and I made a stop in Luckenbach, the town where 
Willie Nelson held his 4th of July Picnic for five years.  There locals told me about a special 
game of dominoes called Texas 42, the game “every Texan plays.”  This led me to further 
investigation about dominoes and whether the games have anything in common with 
cribbage other than the fact both can be scored on a cribbage board. What do you know? 
During my search of the internet I discovered a game called Domino Cribbage.  I bought a box 
of double six dominoes and talked brother-in-law Harlow into playing a game with me. 

 
The rules work much like the rules for regular cribbage with a few exceptions.  First, the set-
up: dominoes take the place of cards. Therefore, you have only 28 “cards” instead of 52. The 
value of the domino is the total number of pips (dots) on the domino. Thus, a double 5 has 
value of ten, and a 4 | 6 domino also has a value of ten. How would you get a six? Answer: 1 
| 5, 2 | 4, or 3 | 3. An interesting fact - the double blank domino has a value of zero. 
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   The game begins with each of two players picking up 6 dominoes. Players decide on two to 
throw in the crib. Thus, each player has four dominoes and the crib has four dominoes. The 
dealer picks one of the remaining dominoes (the bone pile) to use as a fifth domino (the “up-
card”) to use in scoring each hand, just as in regular cribbage. 
   Next, the play, the non-dealer plays his first domino, and play continues just as in regular 
cribbage. Scoring includes 2 points for 15s and 31s, 1 point for a go, 1 point for last tile played, 
pairs (2), triples (6) and quads (12), as well as runs of three or more (one point per tile). 
   Counting the three hands is done the same as regular cribbage by counting combinations 
that make 15, runs, pairs, triples, and quads (point values the same as during play). 
Note: there are no nobs or flushes to count in domino cribbage. 
   Although the rules did not state how to use a double blank domino in scoring, we decided 
that three rules should apply to its zero value: 

1) It could be played after a 15 scored in play, thus a second player gets 15. 
2) It could not be played on a 31, since that ends play, and requires a restart. 
3) It could not be used in scoring hands to make more 15’s, that could get ridiculous. 
 

                                
If you are interested in seeing the rules that Harlow and I used in our game, go to the following 
website. https://www.pagat.com/tile/wdom/cribbage.html 
While the directions indicate the game is played by two players, we believe it would work 
equally well for 3 or 4 players. 

  
Let the play continue, 
Keith Dwire, President 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 
 
2019 Convention Dates and location: (More details coming in the May newsletter) 
 
The dates for the 2019 CBCS Convention are Friday, September 27 & Saturday, September 28 and will 
be held in Bloomington MN. 
 
 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

New Members: A warm welcome to these new members 

 
328 Gail S. Davis 2 North Acre Dr. Streator IL 61364-9304 815-822-0584 hdavis@mchsi.com 

329 Nicholous Shulenerger 6717 Rolling Meadows Dr. APT 2823 Sparks NV 89436-0120 408-660-0501 nikshulen25@sbcglobal.net 

https://www.pagat.com/tile/wdom/cribbage.html
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These beautiful boards are just “yearning” for new homes 

 

All pictures are from left to right. Additional pictures and questions answered upon request.  

Board 1: Blonde wood (maple?) with rosewood trim, I believe. No manufacturers identification but 

backing suggests 19th century. Ex. cond. $300 

Board 2: Rosewood(?) with "silver" corners and centerpiece of unknown composition. Label on reverse 

"The Perfection Pull Up Cribbage Board and General Game Counter." Made in Cortland, NY. "Silver" and 

board are in good condition but could use a good cleaning. $350 

Board 3: John Gill, pat. Dec. 22, 1863, heavy cast iron. Ex. cond. Included is a small, fragile booklet, 

bound with thread that has given way, that explains rules of the game and terminology. Cover includes, 

"John Gill's patent improved Cribbage Board; or Counting Table." "Sold at All the Principal Fancy Goods 

Stores." Other interesting parts to this booklet. $850 

Contact: Gail Davis hdavis@mchsi.com 815-822-0584 

 

mailto:hdavis@mchsi.com
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