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LETTER FROM OUR PRESIDENT – Ed McLaughlin
Hello to all CBCS Members,
Please think about attending the 2013 CBCS convention in Bloomington MN on September 27 & 28 th. It
is at the Crowne Plaza Hotel and Suites, Minneapolis/St. Paul International Airport. This information is
for travel planning. We are kooking forward to learning more about our cribbage boards and seeing
everyone. The Dwires are busy planning the convention. Let’s descend on Minneapolis – St Paul!
Another note of interest is the 2012 CBCS commemorative board will be on EBAY in advance of the 2013
convention. This is a way of advertising our convention and adding some money to our treasury. It may
also create a new member.
Keep on Peggin’
Ed McLaughlin, President (131)
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Lost and Found by Bette Bemis
Reprinted from the ACC website by permission of Fred Bemis
In an earlier article, I alluded to the fact that the Cribbage Board
Collectors Society has few manufactured cribbage boards which
remain unidentified. Over the past several years, many members
have, with prodigious and unrelenting energy, pursued every shred
of evidence that they have uncovered in order to help with the
identification process of their boards. In fact, just two years ago the
list of known U.S. and Canadian manufacturers and distributors
contained less than 60 names, whereas the list now contains over
120 companies and growing. As you can see, a very solid foundation
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of productivity has been accomplished for the permanent preservation of the history of cribbage boards.
Part of the fun when active in collecting cribbage boards is being able to reminisce about the discovery
of new information. The excitement that I feel each time that we uncover an important piece of
evidence cannot be adequately described. I will, however, give you the highlights of one of the more
exciting discoveries of recent months.
H. Baron Company, Inc.
In a recent CBCS newsletter, I wrote an article about the H. Baron Co., which was located in New York.
Although positive identification of several unmarked board models had been completed, information
about the company itself was almost non-existent. I decided to do a feature article anyway, knowing
fully well that new evidence would surface before the ink was hardly dry. A short time after releasing
the newsletter, I happened to place a call to a manufacturer of board games called Crisloid, Inc., located
right here in Rhode Island. I have purchased cribbage boards from them for my mail order business for a
long time but knew little about the company's history. Early in the conversation, the owner offered to
give me a brief summary of the firm's history, and he mentioned that they had purchased the
manufacturing rights and equipment of the H. Baron Co. in 1972. I could hardly contain my excitement
throughout the remainder of the interview, for he also provided information about two more
manufacturers whose history had been considered lost, and could now be moved over to the found
column.
The corporate offices of the H. Baron Co. were located in New York City, and their factory was located in
Long Island, NY. During their years of manufacture, the company purchased other cribbage board
manufacturers including Metro Mfg. Co, the John Samuels Co. (boards identified with J.S. Co.) and
Rottgames. Just imagine - when Crisloid purchased Baron, they also purchased the history of these other
manufacturers as well. Little by little, the pieces of our puzzles are falling into place!
If all this information seems a little confusing, then focus on a question that I included in the newsletter
article: "Why does Baron No. 31-350 have a board pictured on the box which is marked Are-Jay?" The
answer? The Are-Jay Game Co. was purchased by Crisloid in 1973. Now the web, which was untangling,
is getting tangled up again!
The Baron cribbage boards have no identification marks on them. In order, then, to identify the boards, I
had to wait until a collector who had a board in a box, provided me with photos or a written description.
Only then, could the photos which were stored under "unidentified manufacturers" and the unmarked
boards in my collection be placed in their rightful grouping.
Most Baron boards were manufactured in hardwood, but there are at
least two models which are of plastic. Another board, a flat leather
travel board, was first manufactured by J. S. Co. and was used
extensively by the servicemen during WWII. We list it as being
adopted by Baron, but we don't know whether or not the company
actively manufactured it.
Several of the Baron board models featured a rectangular
checkerboard decal down the center. One board model featured the
decal broken into three sections. Some of the decals were brown and
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others were black. Other manufacturers have used a similar design, but Baron's design is the only one
which had two distinctive staggered solid lines at the outer edges of the pattern.
The two dark brown plastic board models were first manufactured by Metro Mfg. Co., and when Baron
purchased the company, they continued to manufacture the identical board. The boards were hollow
and were available in two player or three player models. Metro marked the boards with a "WPM" on the
underside, but the mark was removed after the Baron take-over.
In summary, the history of the H. Baron Co. and the identification of their cribbage boards eluded the
members of the Cribbage Board Collectors Society for a long time. There is a great sense of
accomplishment to have been able to move them from the lost to the found column.
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ALERT!

CBCS Convention 2013

ALERT!

I have am happy to report that we have secured a location at:
Crowne Plaza Hotel and Suites - Minneapolis/St. Paul International Airport Hotel
3 Appletree Square
Bloomington, MN 55425.
Our contact is Heidi Sohn. Their rates are either $99 (King or 2 Double rooms) or $119 (King or 2
Double suites). To reserve a room, call 952-854-9000 or 800-227-6963 and reference Cribbage
Board Collectors Society. Rates are good for Sept 26-28 with our convention dates running Sept
27 and 28.
At this time, I can tell you that Peter Leach has been working very hard on securing a beautiful
convention board. I can't say any more, but be assured that you won't want to miss it. He has
also suggested that he is planning to; in his words, 'get

rid of "stuff." I've been
thinking that I'd like to have a lot of boards in the silent auction.' Now,
most of you know that Peter has a great collection of boards, and this will be another great
reason to be there.
On another note, I have a letter from Jordan Wiklund, "Cribbageland", indicating that he may
recover from the excitement of getting married, and I will be visiting with him soon about being
a keynoter at our convention. As things progress further, we will release additional information.
But, for now, you have the where and the when. It is now time to get your travel plans
together.
Keith Dwire
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MEMBER PROFILE – Ed McLaughlin

Let me introduce myself. I’m Ed McLaughlin,
your CBCS President. We’re doing the occasional
biography here in the newsletter to get to know
more about each other. So I’m taking my turn. I
was born in Peoria, Illinois. At the age of 10, we
moved to the family farm – we grew grain and
Angus cattle plus the occasional pig, sheep, etc. I
had two brothers and one sister. Shortly after
moving to the farm, I was in the hayloft and saw
a caesarian section being performed on a cow. I
decided right then and there to become a
veterinarian.
I graduated from the University Of Illinois College
Of Veterinary Medicine in Champaign in 1965. I
was a large and small animal veterinarian for 42 years, retiring in 2007. During my College
years, my sister introduced me to her friend, Jane. Her friend, Jane became my lovely wife.
Jane tells everyone that part of our wedding vows was a promise to learn to play cribbage.
Jane was secretary to the Internal Auditors and later executive secretary to the Dean of College
Education at Southern Illinois University at Carbondale. Jane served the University for 21 years.
During this time she earned a bachelor’s degree in Workforce Education. We also worked
together for 36 years at the weekly large-animal auction/sale barn – I examined, tested, and
vaccinated the animals, and certified them as healthy for sale. Jane did the paperwork and kept
me on the straight and narrow. Our daughter, Regina, assisted her Dad in the practice and sale
barn work as well.
This year Jane and I will celebrate 49 great years together. We have two sons, Jeffery and
Vinton and a daughter, Regina - also six grandchildren and one great-granddaughter. Most all
play cribbage including recently the 8 year-old great-granddaughter.
I enjoyed playing cribbage with my uncle, father, cousins – the whole family played cribbage. I
remember my parents giving me my first cribbage board at the age of 16 – a Drueke #28. I still
enjoy collecting Drueke and many other types of boards to this day. We had two or three
boards when Jane began investigating on-line and found Bette Bemis’ website; with Bette’s
help, the collecting bug bit us, and we joined CBCS in 1998. This year was our 13th convention.
Jane and I are the only members who have attended all thirteen conventions.
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Now that we can do whatever we please, I love woodworking – especially making cribbage
boards. I have been involved in designing and producing 3 of the commemorative boards for
the conventions, some with help from other members. We also enjoy RV’ing and visiting our
family. And, of course, attending CBCS conventions, where we’ve met some really great
people. Looking forward to seeing all of you next year in Minnesota!
Keep on Peggin’
Ed
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

THE COLORFUL HISTORY OF CRIB-DERBY – Part 1 of 2 (Series 1 – 5)
The Crib-Derby Company manufactured a wooden oval race track style once-around cribbage board in
the 1940’s by Rhys Orville Evans (1895-1985) of St. Paul, Minnesota.
In the May 2002 newsletter Bette Bemis reported that recent discoveries had brought the known
number of Crib-Derby variations to six. Additional finds and research has brought that number to ten.
The original wooden Crib-Derby was hand-made by Rhys Orville Evans in his basement; it was packaged
in a green cardboard sleeve. Printed on the solid back is “Patent Pending… Crib-Derby Co…1449 Laurel
Ave…Tel. Mi. 5876…St. Paul, Minn”. There is a metal slider cover on the bottom with six straight-sided
metal pegs. This is Series 1:

Rhys Evans obtained design patent #149,863 for his board on 6/8/48.
According to Bette, Rhys Evans also made the first plastic (Series 2) boards in his basement. These
boards were white and have the now-familiar box. The back is now impressed with the patent design
number; along with the Crib-Derby name and address (see next board). This board introduced the metal
swivel cover underneath with nine pegs with knob tops in three enamel colors:
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The only RED board known to exist, Series 3:

Instructions also carried the Crib-Derby name:

Rhys Evans then contracted with Taplin Toys, Inc. (Minneapolis, Minnesota) and provided them the
mold for production. The Taplin Toys connection was uncovered by Bette after publication of her books
and articles; information about the subsequent parts of the series comes through personal
communication. Notice that the lettering on the front is now in color (red and black; this is particular to
the Taplin boards) (Series 4). Boards from here on out used the same swivel peg cover and nine knobtopped metal pegs, although the tops are no longer colored:

The Taplin Toys boards have the same box as Series 2 (see above) but with a red box bottom and partial
instructions printed on the inside of the box top (note the price of $2.50):
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They also included their own instruction sheet:

I won a very unusual gray Taplin Crib-Derby on e-bay and later found out the person I had outbid was
Bette! I was so mortified that I gifted it to her at the convention the next year. I am grateful that I now
have this board back in my collection. Bette said it was the only one known (Series 5):

Research on the Series 6 – 10 ++ will appear in the May Issue – watch for it. There will be a great
surprise finding as of December 2012
Terry Coons (#187) and Keith Dwire (#243)
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1942 advertisement. Can you identify the
board? Hint: It’s in Bette’s book.

A look at the past – Ads with Cribbage at the Center
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CBCS MOVES ON

~~

**LOGO CONTEST**

Hi, guys. We’ve been thinking our old logo (1991?) is a bit tired.

So we’re asking y’all to put on your creative hats to help us design a
new one. I know we’ve got some great minds out there.
The new logo will be used for our website (great changes coming!)
and for our newsletter. Please send your ideas to me for compilation
(see how optimistic I am? I know I’ll be getting lots!
terrydna@comcast.net
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