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Message from the president:
Family ReLOONion 2019
(Minnesota’s State Bird is the Common LOON)
As we gathered for CBCS Convention 20 in Bloomington, MN, we were a pretty intimate group
of twenty people. Maybe because our group was smaller than normal, or perhaps because it
just felt good to get away from life’s many distractions, the word “family” kept being repeated.
Family was evident when people gathered in the hospitality room after our meeting room was
vacated each day. We all appreciated the presence of Peter Leach, host of Convention #1 in
Minnesota, one of our founding members, and LeCount expert. Peter co-presented with Larry
Snow about the LeCount Cribbage Board company. He then gave away some of his personal
Lecount collection pieces to five lucky CBCS family members.
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One of the highlights for Elinor Lamb
and for yours truly, was going headto-head in the annual cribbage
tournament. I’ll let you decide who
won.
HINT: We are both smiling, but only
one of us is wearing the Skunk Hat.

One of our goals is finding ways to add more active members to the Convention family. Our
Board of Directors (BOD) discussed this during the annual meeting. We know there are many
people out there who enjoy cribbage board collecting, but who are not members of CBCS. This
is evident when we see the number of cribbage boards offered and purchased on Ebay and
Etsy. It is evident by numerous collections posted on the social media group Pinterest. In an
effort to connect more closely with these people, the BOD has established an ad hoc
committee to investigate greater internet presence beyond the CBCS website. If you have
thoughts, please share them with committee members Terry Coons, Karen Schaffner, Larry
Snow or myself. You will be hearing more about this effort.
Let the play continue,
Keith Dwire, President
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
New Members
We want to welcome the following new members to our group. Elaine attended our convention
this year in Bloomington.
Number 330, Elaine Paulsen from Rochester, MN
Number 331, Dan Dumont from Vero Beach, FL
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Convention Highlights

The 2019 Convention Attendees
Front row Left to right; Keith Dwire, Elinor Lamb, Janette Herzog, Jim Herzog
Middle row Left to right; Sandy Nieuwenhuis, Diane Dwire, Elaine Paulsen, Jean Hanson, Butch
Hanson, Dave Angell, Chris Angell
Back row; Becky Fredricksen, Larry Snow, Betz Bradshaw, Cec Bradshaw, Randy Schaffner, Karen
Schaffner, Jane MacLaughlin, Ed Maclauglin, Peter Leach, Rick Winters
2019 Convention Musings
The 2019 Bloomington convention was an absolutely enjoyable event. It is great to see friends
enjoying a common interest with such exuberance. Everyone had a wonderful time. Thank you
Butch and Keith for providing such a fun experience. I did not win any place in the cribbage
tournament, but, I also did not go away with the least prized skunk hat . My Drueke 2018
board, with only 116 holes, won the prize for the most unusual board. (Cec Bradshaw)
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The convention was small but intimate and so much
fun! It was great to have the hospitality room again and
Keith and Butch did a great job organizing
everything. Even though I was skunked three times, it
was also fun playing cribbage again.
So happy I “won” one of Peter’s boards! That was a
highlight for me! (Sandy Nieuwenhuis.)

CBCS conventions are always a treat because I get to see old friends, make new ones and pay
some cribbage while I’m at it. The icing on the three-layer cake is that I get to see the remarkable
collections put together by other members. The organization’s 2019 gathering in Bloomington
was extraordinary for me because I was able to do a presentation with the man who inspired my
interest in collecting cribbage boards in the first place, Peter Leach.
Peter, as many of you know, has done an enormous amount of research on two cribbage board
manufacturers in particular: C.W. LeCount and Horn Bros. It is thanks to Peter’s meticulous study
that I managed to find the first iteration of LeCount’s 1879 Cribbage Board (Patent No. 219,220).
Peter’s LeCount handbook had a picture of this very board from a Peck & Snyder 1886 Catalog.
The board was advertised as a LeCount No. C and at $1.25 ($1.50 with shipping) was their topof-the-line board. Rick Winters, retired math professor and fellow collector, calculated that based
on inflation my C. W. LeCount 1879 Patent Board would be worth $354 today. Thankfully, the
seller didn’t list it at that price. Whew!
So, along with being a collector, I’m a bit of a prospector. My tool kit began with Bette Bemis’
book, Cribbage Boards 1863-1998. It narrowed markedly when I added a limited edition (10) of
Peter’s Horn/McCrillis Cribbage Boards. A focus on Horn/McCrillis lead to my first big find: an
early Horn/McCrillis board. I reached out to Jay Fulwider with ACC including pictures of my find.
Jay put me in touch with Marv Maxell and Peter who both confirmed that the swivel peg holder,
two-starter hole, 2P/TA, cocobolo board with dual boxwood and ebony inlays was indeed the
first Horn/McCrillis C-1 on record.
Peter invited me to do a presentation with him at the 2015 CBCS Convention in Portland where I
met the club’s research specialist and archivist, Terry Coons. I joined the club and, with Terry’s
plethora of research on American manufacturers inspired by Bette Bemis, expanded my tool kit
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exponentially. I hosted the following year’s convention in Denver where Cec Bradshaw did a
presentation on Drueke boards and Jane McLaughlin did one on Pattberg. I’d learned to play on
a Pattberg 2P/TA board as a boy, fascinated at the way my father (who’d learned while in the
Navy) knew the number of points by simply looking at a hand.
So, yes, I’m prone to a bit of nostalgia while panning for the many nuggets that are still out there.
An astounding one of which, I will display at next year’s convention. That said, set your sites on
Denver in 2020, everyone. It’s a convention you don’t want to miss. (Larry Snow)
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
Bette Bemis Quitman Memorial Board
Peter Leach introduced the Bette Bemis Quitman memorial board, at the 2016 convention, as a
means of honoring members of our society that have made significant contributions to the
success of the group. Each recipient is to name their successor at the following convention. Peter
named Larry Snow as the first member to receive the recognition. The following year Larry
recognized Terry Coons for her contributions. Terry, in turn, gave me, Cec Bradshaw, the honor
in 2018. So, at the 2019 convention, I had the honor to pass the award on. The following is the
citation that was written to recognize this year’s recipient;
“Some of our members are very much in the spotlight of our meetings and the other activities that
are ongoing in the Cribbage Board Collector’s Society. Other of our members are not so visible but
rather, contribute in the background in extremely important ways
One of those contributors has been a member of the CBCS for many years. I consider that person
to be a “silent giant” contributing significantly to the success of our society.
I have attended every convention since 2009 and she has been there at every one of them. She
sits quietly at one of the tables with all kinds of material supporting the art of cribbage board
collecting. This includes providing playing cards for the tournaments, helping the contest and
tournament directors look like they know what they are doing, and just helping anyone that needs
a little support.
In addition to co-hosting multiple conventions, she has been a presenter at some of the
conventions and recently did a show and tell and authored a 2-part article on the Pattburg
cribbage boards.
A herculean effort was put into helping with the liquidation of Bette Bemis’s collection. She took
pictures of the boards for Terry Coons to list on eBay. Once the boards were sold, she packed and
shipped them to their new owners.
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Another major effort was to catalogue all the newsletters that have been published and
distributed since 1995. She also found the 2nd issue of the Cribbage Board Collectors Society
newsletter, authored by Bette Bemis, These can be found on our website:
http://cribbageboardcollectorssociety.org/newsletter/
I am happy to present the award this year to Jane
McLaughlin. Thank you, Jane, for everything you do
to make this a great society."
Signed: Cec Bradshaw

Note: Unless you have attended any of the
conventions since 2016, you may not understand the
Bette Bemis Quitman Memorial Board. Peter
provided the background for the award and I have
included that here for your pleasure.
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A big thanks to Jean Hanson and Dianne Dwire for making some unique cookies for the
convention. (And not the type of cookies on our computers. Real Cookies!) As part of the
welcome package, each person received a packet of cookies including a loon cookie, a fish cookie,
and a cookie in the shape of Minnesota. There were also more cookies in the Hospitality Room.
They were all gone by the end of the convention

2019 Cribbage Board Contest
'Once again competition for the
Most
Unusual/Unique,
Most
Desirable, and Ugliest cribbage
Boards was fierce! Several entries
were submitted in each contest and
voting was close. Fortunately, there
was a clear winner in each category.
Most Desireable – Keith Dwire
Most Unusual – Cec Bradshaw
Ugliest – Jim Herzog

Most Desirable: Keith Dwire won this category with
his “peanut board”. As the Most Desirable it does
have a special feature. The side drawers are locked
into place, so they do not slide out inadvertently. To
open the side doors a peg has to be inserted in the
right peg hole to release the mechanism holding the
drawer closed. There was some interesting discussion
on how the board was made and how the inlaid look
was achieved. Congratulations Keith!
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Most Unique/Unusual Board:
Again, there were several boards entered
into this category. Voting was close but Cec
Bradshaw won this category with a Drueke
Board. What made this board uique wasn’t
because it was an older Dreuke board,
rather after it was completed and several of
us purchased the board at the 2017
convention, it was discovered it was short
five peg holes short. Bill Drueke came up
with a unique solution to solve the problem.
Take a look at the picture to see his solution.
Congratulations Cec!

Ugliest Board: This competition is always
very interesting. It certainly gives us a
perspective on the people who enter a
board. While some may find a board ugly
someone else may not think they are ugly at
all. This year’s winner was Jim Herzog. If my
memory serves me well, I think he has been a pretty consistent winner in this category. His board
this year was an Owl. The board was purchased by Betz Bradshaw. If I hadn’t been so busy, I
would have competed with her. Congratulations Jim!
The picture on the left is after Betz outfitted the owl for hunting season at her “up north” cabin.
The picture on the right is the undressed ugliest board. (By the way – those Drueke pegs on the
top did not come with the ugly board)
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The Tournament Winners

and …………………………loser

1st Place – Larry Snow (18 points)
2nd Place – Rick Winters (17 points)
3rd Place – Elinor Lamb (15 points)
Most Skunked – 4 way tie for most skunked but Jim Herzog (The one frowning on the left), won
the award with -107 points.
Congratulations to you winners! It was a fun tournament.
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
Convention Board
The convention board this year is a beautiful representation of the
state of Minnesota and the state bird – the Common Loon. The boards
were made of either maple or hickory. The pegs are hidden in the
upper right hand corner under the rotating Loon. We were fortunate
to have as guests at our banquet the maker of the board, Dave Angell,
along with his wife, Chris.
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Our newest member, Elaine Paulsen, is pictured here with the convention board between Dave
and Chris.
If you were not registered for the convention and wish to have one of these beautiful boards in
your collection, please contact Butch Hanson or Keith Dwire

10 | P a g e

2020 Convention – Will be in Denver, Colorado, hosted by Larry Snow.
The dates are September 24 and 25, 2020. Mark your calendars now!
Keith has passed the WELCOME board on to Larry – Denver here we come!
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
Additional Information Included with this newsletter – See additional attachments
Board of Director meeting minutes
General membership meeting minutes
CBCS By – Laws – amended and restated July 2019
Membership Database
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